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NEW ZEALAND'S WATER OF UIFE

For exactly a quarter
of a.l century, New
Zea;n_-:; has boast;d its
m.vm. Ni-:w it ;5
producing B.I:I i;u_:ligennus
single malt which takes
its place alongside those

of Scottish origin.

The disnllery manager pointed to 2 big willow ree ourside his
office and said: “We always know when spnng has armved: 3 wood
pigeon crashes into the branches. You can hear it even through
closed windows. The pigeons have been away all winter. farrening
themselves in the forests.™

There was not a single sign of a pigeon as we gazed ar the mee.
Nor were there leaves: just a few shy buds which the mght before
had been rapped in a thin laver of snow. Yet there was something
in the manager’s words thar rang troe because whisky making and
nature go hand = bl Durag the summer noost.. there is a
“silent season™ when disnllenes close down on account of their
warter supply becoming low. Thar period = used o make repairs on
the equipment and buildings and for holidays to be raken. And In
the fields grows the barley, which during aurumn and winter will
be tumed o malt. In rurn, thar male will be crushed and mixed wath
the waters taken from the under and over-ground streams which
run fast again as snow lines expand and recede.

And as the winter takes 2 more nigid grip, the number of birds
around the distillery increases. They are there 1o feed upon the bar-
ley spilled onto the ground during the unloading. For sparrows,
finches, stariings, ducks and pigeons a distllery 15 a health-food
mecea, and always on hand o wash their feast down wll be plenty
of warer

BAUGH

%0 it has been for centunes in Scotland and Ireland. And so, 100,
it is again in New Zealand.

For exactly a quarter of a century, New Zealand has boasted irs
own blended whisky, although Wilson's whisky was hardly known
ourside the Southern Hemisphere. Things look et to change: Lam-
meriaw, 2 New Zealand mak whisky, is on sale in Barain — even
in Aberdeen, that granite city just an hour’s drive from the hearr of
the foremost Scottish distilling region, Spevside.

Lammerlaw has an age statement of 10, which means the
voungest whisky used is ar least 10 years old. Ir s also for sale
throughout New Zealand, aithough few realise it. The locals drink
Wilson's. In fact, they drink more of thar than any other single Scot-
nsh, Irnsh or North American brand. Ir & blended whisky, a max-
ture of pure malr and a more neutral spirir made from barlev. Both
whiskies originate from the same distillery.

Some 4000 people make 2 pilgrimage to Wilson's diszillery every
vear, an amalgamation of rourists drawn towards the unknown and
unusual, and drinkers wanring ro learn something abour the mak-
ing of their countrv’s rop-selling blend.

What they see ar the distllery is something unlike anything in
Scotland, Ircland, Kentucky, Tennessee, Canada or Japan, where
other straight whiskies are made: stainless-steel por stills. In Ken-
rucky and Tennescee you will find ar Wild Turkey and George
Dickel, respecrively, pot sulls which are stainless steel on the out-
side but copper on the inside. Wilson's are steel clad inside and out,
a practice which was expenmented with in secret for a shorr ome
mn Scotland before being discarded as a failure.

Ar Wilsons, not only have the srills been in commussion for 25
years but there are no plans to alter them, for Seagram, the dis-
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It is only a matter of time before New

Zealanders will embrace their own single malt whisiy.

tillertes were magcaily shorn due it 15 Deheved (o

nd has it thar the

political wheeling and dealing. Lege
New Zealand Government struck a deal wach Scot-
land for the loan of money to build the countrs™ rail-
ways, provided. n return, New Zealand’s whisky
indusiry was killed off. By 1873 not a single drop of
whisky was beng legally disniled.

Not unril 1969 did the malt spint rumble from New
Zealand sulls again, although the birth of Wilson’
was no less a painful experience than the death of ies
two predecessors. When a group of businessmen
decided o convertr the one-ime Dunedin Brewery
inta 2 distillery they had not counted on the Scowch
whasky mdustry turnmg s back on all requests for
help: hence the making of the sulls from stainless
steel. But the big mistake was making the condensor
— rthe meral apparatus used in converning the vapour
back to liquid — from rhar same. neutral compound.
Unnl Seagram took over the ailing company in the
early 30s, Wilson's had 2 reputanion tor producmg
poor whisky, the condensor being the reason whr.
Sesgram immediarely replaced it with a copper one
and the malr produced there roday is very good
indeed, as [ dscoverad when [ rasted -:3-.‘!‘.1_."5:5 Of 1T 3T
almaost every concavable age.

The Lammerlaw malr, named after the hills which
run their excess warer into Deep Creek, the source of
the distillery’s warer, has a fizriness on the palare
which surely comes from those strange stlls. How-
ever, it means the single malr is alive and exuberant.
Peated malt is used again as it was 2 century before.
although it now hails from Australia, and a sweet
undercurrent and nchness allows the whisky to rake
its place alongside Scottish males. And even ifitcould
mever seriously be regarded as being in the same clas-
sic league as a Glenliver, Glenfarclas or Lagavulin, it
rerains a chanisma all its own.

Ir has been accepred in Britam and rhere is further
proof of the malr raking off: it is now available for
the first ome duty frec on mrernanonal Air New
Zealand flights. A genuine confidence bubbles

One of two funnel-shaped spirit stils in which ¥YWilson's whisky
is made. Stills with stainless-steel cladding both inside and out
are rare in other parts of the world.

throughout the distllery dhat i s only 2 mar-
ter of time before New Zealanders will ar las:
recognise and embrace their own, rruly mdige-
nous, single malr whisky.

As | left the distllery tor the last ime [ heard
3 whoopmg crashing noise. [ looked up into te
hishest branches of the willow tree ro see them
bowing under the wewght of a pigeon, barrel-
chesred and resplendent in its unique, borrie-
green livery. Spring had armved ar Wilson's

distillery, in more senses than one. é
¢ writer o wbeEky

md the Glenfrddich Whisky Writer OF The

Jirm Murray s a full

(Reprinted from Pacific Way 1994)

An artist’s
EMpression
of the
distillery

wn 1 9th-
CEntuey
Dunedin.
MNote the
Irish spelling
“whiskey —
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in this very
Scottsh
ciry.



For reasons unknown there are lots of variations in New Zealand Gins and Vodkas. In this issue of miNiZ we
have two Ginz and in the next | will show vou two Vodkas.

Above are 6 of the 2 known variations of Gordons Dry Gin. Missing from the photos, and my collection (all
donations gratefully received), are two bottles simply described as Gordons Distilled Dry CLRFLASK and a plastic
boitle, Gordons Distilled Dry 50mi 40% CLR/FLASK.

Below are shown 10 of the 11 known variations of Tanqueray Special Dry Gin. The only one not shown has
the same descriplion as one that is, Tangueray Special Dry Distilled 47ml CLRFLASK.

Cin can be made from alcohol distilled from almost any source. It is then flavoured using Juniper berries
although the Dutch also produce gins flavoured with lemon and orange. New Zealand bottled gins fand Vodkas
are made from alcohol distilled from whey. Whey is a by-product of cheese making so we have plenty of it
I am told that the first drink 1o be made using whey alcohol was Baileys Irish Cream. It took years for the big
distillers to agree to use alcohol from whey rather than the more traditional processes in their products. In the
end money talked, whey alcohol is very cheap to produce.
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NEW  LTATAND  WINES

Until the last 15 years or so New Zealand Wines have been HO - '—I’L’-‘-I We umed out
mainly fortified wines :' or a very non-disceming palate. Those who knew something
about wine avoided New Zealand wine, with 2 very tew exceptions, |1':{e the plague
The first bottle of New Zealand Wine [ ever bought, en my first trip |
poured down the sink. To be fair the industry was just embarking on major changes at
that time. The first vines were just being planted in Marl :-:_—cl-;‘_ an area now
acknowledged by most experts world wide as producing the worlds best Sauvignon
Blanc.

By 19806 things had changed consi iderably. We had large plantings of premium varieties
but we still had vast quantities of plonk vinis vinifera and even worse, large acreages o
American Hybrid grapes. In a move, much criticised at the time, the government paid
growers to pull vines out. Any vine could be pulled out but only the hybrids and poorer
varieties were. Most growers simply umcd "“u.w and re-planted with premmr:
varieties. Few governments have had the foresight, or luck. to do such a thing. The
result being that we now probably have '-_'r.e lzlghr:*:.-. :wcrage standard of locally
produced wine anywhere in the world.

The New Zealand \humureﬁ list (up-to-date list available on request) shows 00 wines.
Some are imports with NZ importers names on but many are sherries and ports from the
bad old days of New Zealand wine making. Unfortunately no New Zealand winery has
produced miniature bottles in recent years. In France three years ago we noticed that
many wineries, including some quite famous ones, were now producing miniature wines.
Let us hope that some of our wineries take note and copy the practice.

ew Zealand wines. Any NZ
1 liately. Any of our







JEAN GARDNER

It is our sad duty to report the death of member Jean Gardner. Jean
was a member of the club for about nine years. Prior to that she was
well known to many of the members as the lady who ran the bottle
store in The Square in Palmerston North.

Jean collected for over 20 years and had a small but select collection.
Meetings at her house were always well attended, the most
memorable part being the sagging table of delicious food. Literally,
we could all have lived for a week on what Jean provided for an
afternoon tea.

Jean nursed her husband John for many years whilst he coped with
cancer. Itisironic that less than a year after John's death Jean herself
was diagnosed with cancer. Jean's illness was relatively short and our
sadness is tinged with relief that she went quickly in the end and did
not unduly suffer. She was in fact both cheerful and her usual
talkative (she never stopped) self right up to the end.

Jean asked us to take some photos of the recent Patea weekend as it
was the first one she would miss. She got to see both the photos and
a video taken of the weekend. The club received a note of thanks
from her only a couple of days before her death. In the note she
reiterated her personal philosophy of smiling and carrying on
regardless and that's how most of us will remember her.

We will miss you Jean.
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COMPETITION

THE BRAND WNMES *
Hr D YA IDEEVYCIKODRTIOLTICTS SUPETVYATCSGEG
Y OBLNMEKEUTTZ RYZWORTTIAPRYUGQQTITO OMHN
E YF EUAWG GG GOTUYANDETRMNMTINTVUFTTIXHC

“ FIND

R GZGNTITDOTFT FTLETYA AIXTIUBPUWAIEKTTIWE?Z
S ERPLEZOLTETVCMPTS ST OO CTEKA AGRA ATR
A NWASEAGT RAMSASUTRTCETDWTFAMEBUOEA

R EFZULTEKGTMPTTETZ BEKESTUNTOZRTYGETFUS

Q VR ODMUDA ALZOCUOTRTUTBA

T E

B YCXUEKEOGNTE

E

A AAPTVIDVWEAAEVYDCUENTZZBTTETIUOSC
G YNATHBTCGSHSOPSEUWORTITIOQTF ADGTHM
H GG XATTIVFLCDIDHATRYEYTYSEUJIYVPINAKE
Y AOCYDNA AWAPTEKODZAYATFTIEKTLNZ ERUOLTECATRITER
NLSRLVYZJVYCWOLTFSCHMIUDTU WEKU OTT CA ATI

ALY AOBAEMTPFITLZPTEKTINAUWVWMNELTAWIUFT
PISSERWNLUOZPTOCVAALOQQBTYET SN NGTVYO
0O AVSSOOLTFAYZBOQRHEIBSGWCHEHTYVY
L NTOTEXZTSUUTT FVYLWSILUWATIRTIKA AWSTIME
E OWIRIEKETTYEOQZPAYATIOSBUNTIATFTRTETEBA ATD
O VAPFALSTAFTFCHMHDTLEAEKTTIVEPTIRNW
NHEROWUTZHIXDTFJIPGSHTFHGZDPCTTI
E I METATXATISABT RAORSBUORZUOTITYETEHL
J DBTHRAPTFCJIETEKDA AIXXUDYVYHBNNHHLTILS
C WOMCAERYNS BENTDETCD BINNTCNNUOTA ALDO
D VLEEZTDDAHRRSSUZTEBIXTITITURSSNWN
0 F SWHPFOIXCECBAILEYST FVYTEHRTISTDUTES
Y CPCOMBTIETRIBEU QPTIMMSTETRAPMGTA

In this maze of letters are 48 Brand-names of alcoholic beverages
found in miniature bottles. As our last competition entirely dealt

with Scotches, only one answer out of 48 in this competitionm is

a Scotch.

Please use the actual maze to circle your answers and return entry

to: Ken Chin, 29 Norton Park Ave, Fairfield, Lower Hutt, New Zealand.

Competition closes 31 May 1995.



NEW MEMBERS

T T e S

DONNA PENWARDEN

Flat6/57 Tawa St, Mt. Maunganui
ph: 07-5744305
Collects mainly Whiskies.

A warm wvelcome to the club.
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S.T.D. NEXT MEETINGS

MARCH 19th 1995
Sunday

APRTL 23rd 1995
Sunday

MAY 20th 1995
Saturday

JUNE 18th 1995
Sunday

Jackie & David Smith's, Barbeque Lunch, 11.30am
86 Rawhiti St, Pukerua Bay, Wellington.

Errol & Karen Brassetts, 33 Findlay St, Tawa. 2pm

Ken & Malee Chin's. Pot Luck Dinner & Swap Meet. 6.30pm
29 Norton Park Ave, Fairfield, Lower Hutt.

Colin & Rae Kilpatrick's, 6 St.Edmunds St, Tawa. 2pm
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TELEPHONE Nos. (Home) e, (Work)

APPRES G el il

Do you specialise in any particular area of miniature bottle collecting?

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE:

i New Zealand NZ$12 or NZ$18 for a family membership

| Overseas: USA & Canada US$12 or equivalent Foreign currency accepted
Australia A$15 or equivalent but no overseas cheques
Europe/Asia/Africa £10 or equivalent due to the cost of cashing

ALL MEMBERSHIPS RUN FOR A FULL YEAR FROM YOUR DATE OF JOINING.

POI‘t NlChOlSOIl Mlmatt.re Bottle Club
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