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THE ONLY MINIATURE BOTTLE CLUB 1IN AUSTRALASIA (
WITH A NATIONWIDE AND INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP "v'l'




COVER BOTTLES

Our cover bottles this month will be very familiar to all New Zealand
collectors. They were all bottled by Gilbey's Limited about 5 or 6
years ago - Or were they?

I was visiting Nobilo's winery at Huapai a few weeks ago and spotted the
750ml bottles with identical labels excepbt that they said bottled by
Nobile's. It turns out that Nebile's used to make and bottle these for
Gilbeys and when Gilbeys wanted to quit Nobile's decided to carry on in
their own right. 1 spoke to the person who used to bottle the miniatures
who told me "1 bottled thousands of them, all by bhand; no 1 am glad to
say we have no plans to bottle in miniature again."

PRESIDENIS REPORT

I am happy to report another excellent year for us. Membership has increased
to 47 up by about 20 on this time last year. Our finances are also stong
(see Facing page). All of the meetings have been worthwhile although

the majority have been poorly attended - local members please note.

After an excellent turn out for the 1984 A.G.M. the 1985 one was a real
disappointment with only 5 attending. However, I am pleased to report

that we had no difficulty finding a committee.

Officers for the next twelve months are:
President : Russell Thomson, 47 Collier Avenue, Karori
Phone 769 616

Vice President : Colin Kilpatrick, 6 St. Edmund Crescent,
Tawa, Phone 32 6230

Secretary : Janne Matthews, 4a Kinloch Place, Papakowhai
Fhone 378 2Z]

Ireasurer : Steuart Goodman, 22 Anne Street, Wadestown,
Wellington Phone 727 596

Publicity /Public Relations : Chris Matthews, 4a Kinloch Place, Papakowai
Phone 370 221

Editor : David Smith, 86 Rawhiti Road, Pukerua Bay,
Phone 399 534



PORT NICHOLSON MINIATURE BOTTLE CiLlE

STATEMENT OF RECCIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED J1st. JANUARY 1985

BALANCE 31.1.84 at P.0.5.B. Petone NZI§ 284.22
PLUS RECEIPTS
Subscriptions 552.59
Sale of Bottles 2 374.00
Donat ions 18.78
Sale of Nemsletiers 4.50
Miscellanepus Income 2.00
Interest Credited 31.3.84 5.80
957 .67
NIS 1241.8B9
LESS
Purchase of 1%doz. Club Bottles 363.36
Newsletter - Pholtocpying & Postage 383.88
Imprest - Hon. Secretary 10.00
Publicity Cards 10.00
Mizcellaneous - Photocopying ete. 10.15
Stationery 3.65
Postage, Miscellansous Subs elc. 18,66
NZ% 799.70
BAL ANCE 31.1.85% at P.0.5.B. Petone NIS 547.19
NOTES

1 Stock of bottles on hand valued at cost, 40 bottles @ $1.59
each = $63.60

2 Accruved interest to 31.1.8% is $7.01

3 No allowance has been made for subscriptions paid in advance.

SIGNED S. C. CODDMAN (Mon. Tressurer) 11.2.85

THE HMINIATURE BOTILE COLLECTOR

We highly recommend this, the only publication of it's type, to all our members.

For those of you who wish to subscribe the address of the Miniature Bottle
Collector Magazine is:

Brisco Publications, P.D. Box 2161, Palos Verdes Peninsula, California 90274, USA

Annual Subscription (6 issues) is US$20.00. Arrangements have been made to pay
for subscriptions in NZ at no exitra cost. Please write to Lhe club alt P.0.Box
384, Wellington if you wish Lo subscribe this way.



The Wontd ¢f Brandy

It swprises many people thal Brandy begins it's Life as wine. Considering
the quality of some Brandies, {t {4 even mow sunpaising Lo Learn thai the
wine used to make 4t {8 of poon qualily, being thin and acidy. The Charente
vineyands, which now exclusively ghow grapes Lo make Cognac, were ordginatly
the poon pedfars of veny infenion wine to seamen frem Britain and the Low
Countries (Holland & Belgdum).

The wond Brandy {5 actually denived from the Duich wond Brandewijn, which
means 'buint wine'. The Dutch wene the madn shippens atl one Lime of wine 4n
many paris of France.

As is the case with many discoverdes, &{f was probabfy by accident fhat «T was
found that heating a banrel of poon wine {ncreased {1's patfatabilily. In the
17th. century the practice grnew up ef 'bunning' the wine in the Charente negicn
of France. Wond began fo spread that {he area was producing a very powenful
'wine'. A Mu. Mantel came to the anea grom the Channel Tafands, a Ma, Hane
fnom Dorset in England and a Mr. Hennessy from Ineland, and 50 wene founded {ne
great snipping houses of Cognac. Nowadays Brandy L8 made in mosZ wine
producing countnies faom Isnaef fo Chide, and Austnalda to Lhe U.5.5.R. New
Zeakand woutd be one of onfy a handfufld of wine producens that do nof also
produce Brandy.

Thene &8 howeven, much more fo producang

a good, on even nod so0 good, Brandy than
samply putiing a glame undeancatn and
catehing the vapours. The wine [prefenabfy
white) {8 funned into Brandy by heating <L
An a Stéf. Thene ane basically twe tfupes
of stifis used. The ondiginal, and 844l
necognised as the best, {4 the Pot STLiLL.
Moat 'angendon’ Brandy 48 Loday made in
the mone modean Continuous on Coffey SLLEL.
[Named aften Lthe Tndish exciseman who

invented 4t). Above the art of distibing srrived in Earope 1318 17 the
Middie Ages This engraving of 1519 rom S1resbdurg
5 one of the earhesl dusirations of a sl

The wine in edithen Still
448 heated, causing the
volataife efements Lo
vapounise. These ane
Zhen condensed in a
A serpantine coppes codf. These
vofafife efements incfude
the afecohol and gLavour
essences of Lthe wine.
They Leave behind the
Less volatale wateh.
The coppern coil L& covled
by imensing <& 4in wadtexn,
s0 the vapouns condense
{fo a £Ligquid. TI4L 44 at
: - this stage that the shill
Receiving Barrell 0f the distillen comes
info play.
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There are three classes of vapeuxr, two of which are undesinable. These are
the 'Heads', which fiquify §inst, and the 'Tails', which Liquify fast. The
skilE is in knowing the exact time to start the {low of the middle seciion
io a separate vessel and when fo stop the ffow in that dinection and divert
the faifs into the same vessef as the heads. The more of the heads and
tails you get into the middle 'Brandy’ section, the Lowern will be the
eventuaf Brandy quality. At this siage the spinit is colournfess and very
volatife. The volatility is neduced by ageing the spinit in oak barrels

for a minimum of fwo yeans, but often comsidenabfy more. The Brandy also
qains some of it's 4Lavour from the wood of the barrel. The befifer Brandies
are alf aged in new oak barneis. Used bavrels usualy axe sold to vineyards
for ageing wine in.

The Brandy drinker expects the present boitfe of his faveurife Brandy fo
Look and taste the same as ii's predecessons. The fLook alike effect 44

done by the addition of caramel, which 45 onfy buani sugar and 44 compleiely
tasteless. The amount of caramel which {4 added depends on whethex the
company wishes to produce a Light on dank cofouned Brandy. The {aste - the -
same effect is moxe difficulf. Each botife contains a blend of Brandies cf
dif{ferent ages. One Brandy may have mone body, another mone ffavour. 1£ 43
the head fastens job fo sefect the different constifuent Brandies fo go in
each bfend and ensure the consistency of fasife for that particufar blend.
Some of the top Brandies may consist of a bfend of as many as §0 basic
Brandies

Some of the names you wilf find on Brandy boiiles are:

This is a brandy from a negion of Westean France about 50km ox sc South East of
Boadeaux. 14 48 the onfy Brandy distilfed that uses neither the pof on confinuous
s14EE. 1% has one of its oum that {s sont of a cross between the fwo.

These are amongst the puresi brandies, as by Law only wines from fresh grapes
can be distifled. Mest countries can, and do, use "Grappa" con 'Manc" wines,
L.e. wines pressed from skins and seeds after the fresh wine has been nun off.
St. Agnes O0fd Brandy and Mildara Pof SE{EL Exira Resenve ane both fop qualily
brandies.

This &8 the brandy of Gewmany. T¢ is in the Lighter stule and has a geod
seputation.

This, the most famoun of brandies, comes from Wesfenn France. The area 43
centred on the fown of Cegnac.

Inca Pisco

This is Peauvian Brandy and is easily necognisabfe as £t comes in black botifes
shaped Libe Aztec statues. 1& is a very pafe brandy having had ne oak treatment.
The wax of wild bees is used fo seal the inside surface and adds a §Lavour

found in no othenr brandy.



Mefaxa

Thia doea not mean the wine was made {n Napofeondic &times. Brandy does not
improve aften about 50 yeans in wood and not at afl {n the bottfe. 1t is the
name usually given 1o the company's top brand. The mindimum age of any of the
blends mus{ be 4ive yeans, butl in practice «f & offen more. Hennessy Napoleon
has an avenage of 20 yeans.

Spain

Most Spanish Brandies ane made in the shernny distniet. 1In fact, some brandies
are made 4rom spoifed on fadled Flon Shenny wines. Spanish brandies tend Lo
have an oaky gflavoun and ane fainfy fieny.

Three Stan

This 4s the fLowest grade of brandy. By French faw the youngest blend musi be
one year ofd. British Law sfafes (& musit be at feasi thunee yeans. In praciice
the average age will be between five and fen yeard.

This stands fon veny supenion ofd pafe. The youngest blend must be at feast
four yeans ofd [Baitish Law). 1In practice, 41 44 {ihely 1o be befween twelve
and fwendy yeans.

v.s.

This stands for very specdal and 5 a fadnfy necent classdfication. Ii 4a in
the same catagony as V.S5.0.P.

X.0., Vieilfe Resenve, Extra

These ane the very Zop brandies with fop prices. VYou will not get much change
from $90 4on a bottfe of X.0. Brandy. Some of the bfends can be 100 years ofd.

FIRANK WYNN

BLUY SELL X SWAIP
it b SN e M i B g e

Jose E. Solaesa, c¢f- Ancora N. %6 -6° B, Madrid, Spain
Wants to swap Spanish minis with collectors from N.7. and
other countries. Jose 1s a collector of all types of minis.

Mrs. Burton, 102 Cambridge Terrace, Lower Hutt.
Wants to sell 180 minis (in one lot). The bottles are
generally in good condition.  Phone Wellinglon 695 389



AUCTION REPORT

All of you will have had a copy of the catalogue for an auction of miniatures on 2Znd March by

Manawatu Auctions of Palmerston North.

only for latecomers.
and overseas.

The auction was very well attended -
There were over 60 buyers, including postal bidders both From New Zealand
I especially hope thalt our overseas members who purchased bottles are satisflied.

standing room

There mas certainly plenty for everyone and the only person in the room dissstisfied was Mr.

MackKay the vendor.

Prices were all over the place, some surprising iless being bidded very

high and nther lots you would have expected to be very much sought after going For next to

nothing.
Auct ion=.

On average, however, prices were generally lower than usual for Palmerston North

For the technically minded total realisation was $9,657 with the minis fetching $6.530.

DaviD SMITH

Enter a miniature world

by John Morrell

Speciafiet drinks cstomers 2 As you go round the shedves
10 the 3icove where once 3 SO _
charmeng fountain ghstened and The cusiomers are in many
mrgled while vsitors enjoyed free Ways as nteresing as the drnks.
tastng of selecled wines Today They bend close 10 the shebves 1o
the aicove has been turned nio an read e small prnt - you can'l get
Aladdin's Cave and you are imvled large type on 3 menature kebel -
1o “Enter 3 Mnature Workd” sted and hoid the battles up to the hoht
on the famous Harmods Wine Patio as o 1o make e they a6

The eage: enfrants come from property bited. Some you sey
A pans of the world, parficudarly wengheng un s chieoe
the Unided States bad abso Canada, compsanng a Lapheohasg o
Aurstralia and Evropean countries, Bowmore hom lskay with a
lor the waed has gone round that Glentuihch, while ofhers weth 2
in the Knsghtehndor Shore i io be transatigninc g about them e
foumat the largest collecton of wine ping up a large assoriment o
and spenit menatures in London take Feway
Harrods s selng them by the One man | spoér 1o soemed 10
fhousand every week have dffincully in hes tnal chosce

Well-desgned shelves and oval Tm sorry b S3y my wie doesnt

understand the anpeal of ths

shaped comes slalis are now wondertul hobhy of cofectng
drsplayng some B0 mendatyres at miiates” he i, Tin st Tyl

prces from £115 for frve contditre
s7es 1o wikihile ceramcs filled with
Scotch Wiesky 21 £3.25. There is 2
Loch Ness Monster and a
Heghland Bull Also on s3e 15 3
20c! Peregrne Falcon or Kestrel
and a 75¢l Golden Eagle seems
good value.

All the great malt whesky names
are here m fne centitre boftles
from 12-year-oid Glendvet to Glen
Geant, Tamndhy, Sirathecia and
Glenmhor in 40% stength. Foe
57% m Glen Grant and Glenlivet
you pay 2 kfle more and there are

" examples made pp of a varing of

whiskees desified n 1048 and 1961,

the birth years of Pringe Charles
and Lady Diana to commemarate
thesr mamage Older Highland
malts are 25-year-old Limkowood

e B il Chsaibur . =8 0400

10 decxde d | should take her 2
Dafias Déws of 1979 jo srouse her
mierest She's 3 greal TV ioiower
of Dafias We had 2n ancesior
came from Orkmey =0 maybe
Highiand Park would atiract her
more " -
The new e recerved mmpetus
when the Mmatyre Botties Club
arculaneed its membgre with
detais of the Harmods offenngs,
and reguests for ksts Bowed n
followed by orders. One from
Japan asked for a farge order of
minstures wihech fhe sender ksted.
The United States and West
Germany were two other counines
showng sirong interest sirsght
away You canndl send kauewrs
Eic. by post to the USA however
s one customes there had 10 be

P

He had =ent an order lor some
200 meniztures and replied that he
would arrange for a friend who was
visiting England lo collect the
botties. The fiend duly caled. paid
£235, and took away 2 very large
parce! for hes ar journey back 10
the Sistes

O another recent oocasion an
Amencan @ b wile srmved n
the wme depariment and the
hushand was snmedately
tasomated by the sight of the
mersgtures. Hes wile went off 1o
shop m other depanments and by
the tme she refurmed 3 couple of
howrs later be had over 120 bottles
bned up for packong. These was an
wmmadate alercaton, the wife
protestng. T's not the money
you've spent but M've got o dust
the things’

Speaahst collectons armive with
tvped bsts of the minayres they
have got af home and search lor
new acgEstions. One
connoisseut 1okl Me. Furnnal
Jones, the Depaiment Sales
Manager, that he had oeer 2,000
rencahures i3 specally bt
cahwnet m hes Shody

The true collecioe 5 very
particular about what he boys,”
said My, Furneval Jones. “T've soen
them look 21 hatf a dozren
examples of the same botte
betore they selecied one.
Presumably they fink one Izhed
fore perlect than the others
without any marks on d And of
couwrse they don drmk them
Then we get youngsters. in who
want 10 buy a present for Eathes's
berfrutay or Chistmas ot we have
10 desappoent them as we Cannot
erdl tn Srrennee cmaier TR

Harrods have specal boxes
designed 1o hold four mniatures
whrch you can select for yoursell
and your chowe can mciode
Harmods own wiesky, randy. g
and vodka n mmatures. There are
a number of unusual meEgres
such as Mango Liqueur from inda
at £3 50 and Tequida Mezcal ma
dlear botthe that shows it contans
an agave worm, a supposed
delicacy found m the plant from
which it ismade Thisisnol.
perhaps. o the squeamesh. There
15, however. a Tequila withou! the
wormn and more normal dehghic
lie Fioyal Ment Chocolate and

of menctures from thew ranne. Thes
yeor the crackers wall contan s

dfferent kboueuwr meneatures. with 2
hait and appropnate reope 31
£17.50 for the sat
Harrods are abways innkong foe
new sources lor menctures and
hope eventuaily 1o ncCude
Champagne. One of the problems
which rases the cost is filing the
tey bottles, a show hand process
The hest seller is 2 goif batt
filied with Oid 51 Andrews.
hlended Scofch at C175 & comes
m 2 neal box with 3 red bon and
thestie crest and the mofto “Dum
Spero Spero” and many bavers
come and Sy they Saw the pofl
badl in 3 goifing fnend's house
Buning the most expensive
meriature would cost you £20.50
for 3 specally made 5o Baccerst
orystal Dottle holding Rigmy Marim
Lowns XM cognac. To buy 2 full |
botfle size of thes parkcudar Rémy
Marfin oflerng would se! you back
385
Akogether anyone who fofipws
the Harmods sliogan to "Enter a
Maregiyre Word™ will find & di¥bcult

L T I L
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We continue where we left off on our romp through the miniature brothels of

Nevada.

“Whgre § Rouseful of Nevads £ Mgl
Brausfy Gty gre wailing put? 150 Y,
T Cdrer i yout Rrecy SRS
Las Wegan' Dicaesl ered Moal F araons Besthegl

Number 5 in the Dug's Decanter series is the
Chicken Ramch. This is possibly the most
interesting of all the brothels and il's
history is certainly the most colourful.

The Nevada Chicken Ranch was opened in the mid
70's at Pahrump, about 50 miles from Las Vegas.
It is in fact the closest legal brothel te that
city. It was named after a brothel in lLa Grange.
Texas. This brothel operated for over 130 years,
nearly 100 of them illegaly even though it became
world Famous. So famous in fact that it was
visiled by President Johnson and a musical and
film were made about it. The Film, "The Best
Little Whorehouse in Texas" stared Dolly Parton
and Burt Reynolds. No prizes for guessing what
part Dolly played!

The name originaly came from the barter system
that operaled in Texas, especialy in hard times.
It seems that a chicken was just the righl size
payment for, err, entry, and the establishment
quickly builk up a sizable flock.

The Mevada Chicken Ranch is presently owned by
two partners. One of them used to he a teacher
whose curriculumincluded, you've guessed it, sex
education! They run what they describe as 'the
world's only free airline' to ferry guests from
Las Vegas to their establishment.

Fran's Ranch or fran's 5Star Ranch is another
brothel with it's own airstrip. The bottle
depicts an aircraft that didn't quite make it.
Seems that six over eager and somewhat inebriated
doctors, flying in from Las Angeles for a
'consultation,' forgot the wheels! The 'nurses'
of the establishment are said to have taken good
care of Lhem.

The motto for Fran's Ranch is "we may dose but we
never close." Unfortunately closure, for a time
was (orced on them when the house was destroyed
by fire in November 1979. However, the townsfolk
of Bealy soon rallied round with fundraising
dances., an auction ete. Fran's autographed bra
fetched %100 when auctioned - seems someone must
have had happy memories! One nice touch I like



is that they produce bright
flourescent orange bumper
stickers, "Support Your Local
Hooker. "

Shown on the left are both the
Front and back views of Fran's
Ranch. Dug claims that his are
the only Decanters in the world
with a map on. 1I'm afraid that
I must disagree Dug. Several
companies have put out decanters
depicting the U.S. or various
states. Those that I could find
with a quick Flick through
Montagues include Jim Beam,

0l1d Mr. Boston, Michters, Alpha
and Hamaiian Distillers. 1 also
seem to recall having seen a map
of Argentina. However, no other
decanter map that 1 know of
actualy shows you how to get
somewhere.

Number 7 in Dug's series is La Belle. This is situated in
what was once a boarding house for Chinese labourers in

the apropriately named town of Lovelock. The area is Famed
for it's gold and silver mining, La Belle being, I would
guess, a small goldmine with a difference!

Like La Belle, The Hacienda or Patrcia's Hacienda was usead
as a boarding house in days gone by. This time for
Mexican labourers - don't the Yanks do any of their own
work? It is situated in the N.E. of Nevada in the town of
Wells.

We continue in the next edition with the biggest of the
lot, Mustang Ranch.
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measure lequila
measure Rum
measure Gin
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: 1 measure Bacardi
‘ 1 measure Kaluha
T

- (o= op up a lan lass with Lemon & Paeroa
Y ystillect Sin i PEEE
cumﬁa}pmunu;;n;ur Our cocktail this month comes from member
siceiand Dianne Opie of Patea, Taranaki. It is =&
local brew (witches brew?) as you can
see.

, Lemon and Paerca 1s a New Zealand Fizzy
t E drink. 1 would suggest U.S. members try substituling 7
= (Besides, 1 had a mini of that!)

Dianne makes one comment "lastes Bloody Terrible!"
Frankly it doesn't surprise me. Ihe mixture of spirits
reminds me of the time I orders a gin, whisky, rum and
brandy all in one glass, on a friends stagg night.
He downed it in one.

o b Sl

BACARDI
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March 17th Dave & Jackie Smith's,
8& Rawhiti Road, Pukerua Bay

April 21st. Colin Kilpatrick's
& 5t. Edmund Crescent, Tawa

May 19th Does any member outside Wellington
(Palmerston North etc.) feel like
volunteering to have a Meeling?

A A B R S R LA SR L]




