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A Monthly Magazine for Collectors of
OLD BOTTLES AND RELATED ANTIQUES
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Interesting Articles on a Wide Range of Bottle Subjects
Glimpses of Private Collections
Show Information and Reports
Digging news
Auction Directory
As Well as an Ever Changing Format of new Discoveries
International News, Club News, Letters and Pictures
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Rates to Become Member of FOHBC and Receive Bottles and Extras Monthly
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$20.00 Inside U S $35.00 Inside U S
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The three new releases below will be available to ship May Ist, 2002.
First in series—Brown’s still available at $48.00.
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Features:

WHAT'S NEW ]
Another group of new bottles from all over the map.

SCOTCH 12
A few new ones from David Maund

GIVEAWAYS 15
Hopefully somcone will know something about these

RUM 16
The first of 2 whole new senes

SMALL BATCH BOURBON 19
A new =et of four excellent whiskies

TEQUILA 20
Some are available here, some not.

BOLS 24
Another part of the old catalog.

VODKA 26
Seven differcnt oncs from Viet Nam.

MARCO 5
A step back in ime Lo over sixty vears ago

ABSINTHE ] |
Two more of this intoxcating liqueur.

MELO'S MINIS k1]
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TREASURES OF THE PAST 35
A nice little group from Butch this ime.

BEER 36
The Piel brothers make their first appearance here.

HENNESSY k ¥
The new blend from a premier house.

THE SMIRNOFF STORY k.
The great lengths to which we goto g2 great bottles

LEOD. IS THAT YOU? 41

The large and the small of it together

Our Cover:

On the cover this time are two very nice old rums These are the beginning of what

vou'll be secing begmning with the next issue. Today we think of rums coming

mostly from the Canbbean Previously they were distilled there but bottled n
Scotland, France, and even our New England We'll return to some you

some of those fascinating older bottles.
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Send $8.95 plus $4 shipping and handling for this mnew
revised edition by Alan Keegan. It’s the Indispensable

little  guoide with much information for all Scotch
Whisky miniature collectors.

BRISCO BOOKS
P. 0. BOX 2161
PALOS VERDES, CA 90274




Let's Talk

Well, the results are in and to
paraphrase Sally Field at the
Oscars a few years back, “You
liked it You really liked it”.

Of course I'm talking about the
previous 1ssue. number 169. That
was our first issue in the new 48
page size. Letters and phone calls
were all positive with nary a
dissent. 1 guess it was the sheer
number of articles that everyon<
liked.

Actually there was one different
comment from our columnist
Mike Olson. Mike allowed as how
he liked it in the new size but he
would sull prefer us to go
monthly. Never having been one
to escape from either positive of
negative criticism, | sull ran
screaming from the room at the
thought of what a monthly i1ssue
would entail Since getting most
people to wnte even a small
article is akin to asking them to
spend three hours in the dentist’s
chair for a root canal, I didn’t
think monthly was too good an
idea. Mike and a couple of other
writers  though are  dichard
collectors who would like nothing
better than to receive new botile
information on a daily basis. And
I concur.

One way you can definitely
receive new info daily is with the
internet. I'm always looking for
new and interesting web sites and
have one for you this ume. It's

from Austin. Nichols & Co. and
you bourbon lovers should really
enjoy this new Wild Turkey site.
Wildturkevbourbon.com The site
offers visitors an array of options.
including a wvirtual tour of the
distillerv, 30 Wild Turkey cocktail
recipes and details about the latest
happenings at the distillery. The
site also features the Wild Turkes
Store. which sells Wild Turkey
paraphernalia. like demim jackets
and golf umbrellas. And finally.
bourbon connoisseurs can join the
Rare Breed Society, an insider’s
lovalty club for Wild Turkey fans
Remember our web site 1s

and
soon we’ll be posting a few new
short articles on a regular basis
The digital camera 1s already fired
up and June 17 is the target date
You’ll have just one more place 1o
see bottles and get information.

1'd like now to make a plea to0
try to stop people. not collectors.
who are using eBay to sell new
bottles. They aren’t supposed 10
be selling anything that's
available cumently: however.
there was one individual who took
the botiles out of the new small
batch bourbon set, selling them
individually and taking greal
advantage of people who didn’t
know the bottles were available.
The same is true with some
Russian vodkas which are sold
here. When vyou 5€€ this
happening, report them 1o cBay
You'll be doing all collectors a |
favor l

Keep thinking small. ~DMS— |
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Down thromgh the vears, people have collected
fligural steins. Today many of these are worlh
hundreds of dollars or more. Simce we know
that today s collectibles are lomorrow’s
helrliooms, these two new [flgural beer steims are
bound to make guite a splash.

The Foster's Kangaroo and Miller's Girl in the

Moon are magnificent three dimensional
creations from Germany. Each limited edition is
available pow for only $149.95 plus 510

shipping and handling. You save 25% off Lhe
natlionally advertised retall price. Don’l delay
as these will disappear gqulckly. Send today for
¢lther or both of these limited, numbered
cditions.

Brisco

Post Office Box 2161
Palos Verdes, CA 90274
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As usual we have quite a line up
for vou this tome. From the
beautiful to the most plebian, from
the most delicious to the “what the
| hell was that. and from far and

| mear

r...here they are

ire available in the

5.. two very close and six you

| [ iy tour

WHAT’S NEW

have to vacation (or get on the
web) to find. Those just waiting
for us to pull them off the shelves
are Louis Royer V.S.0.P.
Cognac, Bunratty Meade, and
two from that paragon of taste,
Bartenders. They are Awesome
Orange Cream and Tequila







-uur! 'I'I:N.E-'
LA AR s T l'l'l 3
T AR N

RO T OF Caali
PR TT D AT
-

Strawberry. (Note: go
crazy...mix it with the Baja Luna
from the Tequila article.)

Royer is a very old name in
cognac and you'd think it would
be an old French product. Well.
i's owned by Suntory and has
been for about fifteen years now.
Alain Royer has his own cognac
line, A. de Fussigny, which we ve
shown you previously

This ceramic jug of Bunratty
Meade is another version of the
Jugs or flagons as they're known
there which celebrate the famous

Mokt

ICEWINE

old Bunratty Castle in Ireland.
This one happens to be a 100ml
Version.

What can be said about
Bartenders wvisions of hqueurs?
Nothing good.

In the two from the “not-too-far-
out-of-the-countny category, we
have the Icewines. These arce from
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario,
which is a beautiful area for the
wineries and also has 3 lovely
little resort town which does a
Shaw Festival every year. The two
are Reif Estate and Konzelmann




There are others which may be
found too and we've shown some
of those before. lcewines are
dated and these are 1998 and 2000
respectively.

Our remaiming bottles are from
the Azores and France. From the
former comes the set of three
liqueurs by Santo Antao. These
are available on line from the
main website of the Azores
Islands. The last three are
marvelous examples of the glass
maker’s art. The little one which
may disappear completely
depending on the printing is Poire

William while the two taller
cobalt blue pieces contain
Framboise, These are produced in
various designs by Regine
Cataly. A few may make it to
shops in Pans, but usually these
are just found in the south of
France. They are well worth the
look. We have fellow collector

Harland Johnson to thank for
these.

So. a dozen truly different
pieces in one Of MOTe Ways.
Obviously there is some-thing
here for everyone.




MOTCH

David Maund

This is going to be not my
longest article. As I'm going to
spend a couple of issues looking
at some older bottles. | wanted to
show you some odd bits from here
and there.

The ABERLOUR is a new
version which | imagine everyone
will want to add to their
coilections. Amiving in its own

tube is a nice touch too. This will
be found just about everywhere as
Aberlour is found almost
worldwide.

Thinking along the idea of
worldwide, the rest of the bottles
fit in nicely. My candidates for
mysterious bottles are Angus
Dundee pure malt and The
Dundee blended. Same company,




nicely  different labels and
available in completely different
parts of the world. The former is
found only in the States n
California (or so I've been told)
while the latter is found in various
areas of Europe. My question
is...why?

Two more world “travelers”™ are




vear old and The Famous
Grouse Malt 1987. I haven’t seen
these in the UK. but they were
found in Germany and Holland
Those of you who specialize in
malts have two more to search for
now

Our last two bottles haven't
traveled but they represent
something which has. These are
The Royal Yacht Britannia
blend and malt. The latter is a nice
15 year old. These two came
about I believe because the Royal

e
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Yacht is currently berthed in
Edinburgh and I've heard a small
store has been erected to sell
souvenirs. Fortunately evervone in
Scotland knows that scotch,
particularly in miniature size,
makes a wonderful souvenir.

So a short visit this time. In the
summer I'll have some nice old
ones from Tower Blending for
you. Then maybe I'll even have
found something good at the St
Louis show in Apnl --
DLM—
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GIVEAWAYS?

Somctimes you get lucky and (find
something completely out of the ordimnary

Last Chrstmas [ received this par of
German flasks as a gift. Since thea T've
shown them 1o any number of people and
o one seems to have scen them before
Approximately 3 % and 4 % mches tall,
the bottles would probably hold about two

The Latin phrase In Hoc Signo Vinces
is easily translated as In This Sign We
Conguer. However, it's the two letters
below the symbol that have me stumped.
They appear to be K T This could
stand for Kappa Tau and these then were
fraternity drinking flasks. At any rate, if
vou know something about these, pleasc

choars @ uath the reet of 25




We're going 1o be running a
series on great old rums but
thought you might like to see a
few newer ones which with a little
digging you can find.

The easiest ones to come by are
the two plastic ones which are
available in several states. These
are Forres Park and Royal Oak.
Both are products of Trinidad.
The EI Dorade is found
throughout large parts of the
Caribbean and is rumored to be in
one or two states. Nice dark rum

with a good label.

The two souvenir packs can be
found in almost all of the islands.
The rums are in hand painted
bottles and you can find three
packs and six packs. One comes
from St. Martin while the other is
from Martinique which is where
the rums usually come from in
these packs.

And speaking of Martinique, the
two Courvilles hail from there.
Nice colorful label on the dark
and light My bet though for great







label has to be on the Kwevol
Spice Rum. This product of St
Lucia could not be scld in the
U.S. That naked person
(Eve.._picking an apple??) on the
label would have to go.

The last pair is the most
interesting. Firstly they are flasks
and secondly they are from St.
Kitts. The C S R stands for Cane
Sugar Rum and both are from the
same company. The large version
of the Saimt Kitts Rhum is
imported into the U.S.. but not the
mimni.

15




SMALL BATCH
BOURBON

Early this vear there appeared n
Kentucky and Scotland. this set of
Small Batch Boutique Bourbon.
Exact replicas of the larger
bottles, these miniatures Wwere
grabbed off the shelves as quickly
as they appeared

If the picture is a little small, the
four are Noah’s Mill, Pure
Kentucky, Rowan’s Creek, and

Kentucky Vintage. Please note
that all are glass and shaped
differently from one another. As
with similar sets which have
preceded this one, the bottles are
found in a wooden case.

The set sold for approximately
$20 which today is a very nice
price for four high end bourbons.




Of all the tequilas being
produced today, only a handful is
being brought into the U.S. in
miniature. Oh wyou can find
upwards of 100 interesting large
bottles in a well-stocked liquor
store. Many of these are extremely
expensive. How better then to
give the public the opportunity to
purchase a miniature, consume it
and know the quality of the
product. That would require
thinking and salesmanship.

Unfortunately today in most
wholesale liquor houses in the
non-control states, those qualities

or charactenistics are often
mussing. The only idea is..."How
much Jim Beam, Canadian Club.
Seagram’s, etc. can 1 sell? If most
of them had their way, there
wouldn’t be any new products and
they could just take their orders.

So salesmen (pardon
“gendenzing”) have become order
takes. Knowing  this  the

wholesaler doesn’t want to waste
his ime handling something the
“order taker” doesn’t want to
“sell”. Hence, miniatures stay in
the home countries

So, after sermonizing, here are

bl ]
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some of those which haven’t
made it across the border. XOisa
marvelous blue ceramic “X°. It at
least is due here this spnng.

Los Socios 1s a nice squat little
bottle and one of the few you'll
find designated by “joven” oOr
“young, youthful”. This musl
really be fiery since many tequilas
are only months old as 1t 15. Dos
Coronas is shown here only in the
blanco but 1t also comes in 4N
older version. Jalisciense 15 2
reposado and the only one this
time in a square or rectangular
bottle. -







Down in Nogales across from
Arizona, | found the slightly
larger El Gran Viejo or The
Great One or Great Man. This 1s
an ancjo and was the most
expensive mini in Nogales at 515!
Well done though with a hand
blown bottle covered in places
with rawhide. Also in Nogales
was the “gringo special”. This
means the ridiculously overpriced
bottle because you have to buy 1t
with a souvenir of Mexico

shotglass. These are Labrador
which are blanco and reposado.
So much for those in Mexico. In

Germany vou’ll find the Tequila
Gilla while in Spain you'll find
(one of the versions) Tequila
Zapata. Of course here n the
1.S. we have two plastics. Sauza
Gold and the immitable Baja
Luna. This little gem is a mixture
of tequila and black raspberry
flavoring!! However. I did save
the best for last This is the
Tenoch, a very well done ceramic
which is made to resemble the
agave plant. It's apt that we close
with this as it's from the same
company as the opening XO
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bar. All the crowns on the
opposite page represent the Bols

Last time it was the blown glass
appointments from the wvarious

amimals; this time it’s the blown
glass iulips and the Bols portable




ERVEN LUCAS BOLS
Fournisseurs de

5 AL le Prince Roval
de FEthdopic

S M. le Roi Frédéric X
du Danemark

Now raise vour hand if you

heads of state and their countnes.
knew there was more than one

The rest of the catalog showed
onlv the large bottles. tulip?




Last yvear my business led me to
Viet Nam. | knew that there were
some vodkas available there as a
Vietnamese collector had sent a
few to several collectors in the
U.S. S0, | was very determined
that | would find some of those
bottles.

In making the long story short, |
didn’t find them. However, with

[
V ODKA by JOHN SULLIVAN

business

the help of a
acquaintance, 1 was able to find
the seven bottles here. The
photography doesn’t show it, but
these are extremely crude bottles.
Both the glass and the closures
look like “seconds™ Mind vou

though, I'm certainly not
complaining; I'm just more than
happy to have these in my




collection

Several of the labels appear 10
be similar and they could be from
various time periods in the last
few years. A predominant color 1s
red which in most of Asia is seen
as a good luck color

Now I'm wondering just how
many vodkas are available in Viet




MARCO
LIQUORS

At 46 South Clark Street in
Chicago there was once a store
which for collectors was a
magical place. This was the home
of the Marco Liquor Company.
Marco was both an importer and a
retailer thus a great many
mimature bottles were brought
into the country for collectors.

The store was managed by G. F.
Marco or Jerry as he was known.
From running a liquor store, Jerry
made his way up the corporate
ladder and when he retired about
twenty years ago he stepped down
from the Presidency of Ezra
Brooks Bourbon. It was in this
capacity that I became friends
with him and leamed much about
the old store in Chicago. One of
the many tasks he told me he
performed was putting the lintle

lllinois state decals on all the
botiles.

What follows now is just one
ist from the Marco Liguor
Company. This list was used in
late 1939 and early 1940. At that
time the law had changed in
lllinois and regular, straight glass
whiskies, gins, etc. were no longer
allowed. The law took effect on
January 1. 1939, which “permitted
the sale of any type of wine and
miniatures in fancy, distinctive
shapes where there would be no
possible use for consumption.
Therefore regulating the sale to
collectors and fanciers.”

“Marco Liquor Company will
continue to specialize in collectors
items in the finest types and
qualitics available in the world.
Marco’s Fall European quest for




rare liquors promises a goodly
supply of fancy miniatures mever
before  imported.  Quarterly
bulletins of our miniature stocks
will be mailed in the future.

“Miniature orders will be
shipped express collect upon
receipt of check or money-order,
unless credit  has  been
established.”

SIMON RYNBENDE—-
SCHIEDAM, HOLLAND

Hand-blown  crystal  glass
miniatures of the finest
workmanship and quality
obtainable. These animals are
lifelike in every detail and color.
All miniatures listed below are in
stock and are available now. C1 to
C12 inclusive, of the blown glass
are listed for the first ime in this
country.

All Blown Glass Miniatures $1.75 ea
a-1 Giraffe
a-2 Swan
a-3 Camel
a-4 Elk - Gold Homs
a-5 Reindeer - Brown Homs
-6 Goose
-7 Kangaroo
-8 Boar
-9 Green-Waterbird
i-10 Red-Peacock
11 Dachshund — Green Ears
1-12 Elephant
13 Pelican (Orange Beak)
»-1 Owl - Gold Wings and Beak
-2 Crow—Gold Wings and Beak
»3 Penguin-Black Wings
»4 Heron-Gold Wings
>3 Kingfisher-Gold Wings
»6 Rooster on Glass Stand

{Black Curled Tail Feathers)

* b-7 Reindeer on Glass Stand

First importation of this new set
$1.65 each by the set
c-1 “Ferdie™ the bull
c-2 Game Cock - Red Comb
¢-3 Nanny Goat Female w/udder
c-4 Blue Dove
c-5 Flatbill Duck
c-6 Cockatoo
c-7 Pig-Pink Ears & Curled Tail
c-B Horse
¢-9 Grizzly Bear
c-10 Parrot
c-11 Large Blue Stork
c-12 Large Red Tbis with yellow
Crest

SANDEMAN DON SHERRY
33- Gaucho man statue of Royal
English Doulton China-ware, each
S1.50 NET

SANCHEZ ROMATE—IJEREZ
DE LA FRONTERA-SPAIN (by
set less 10%) Each § .35

34- 2102 Amontillado

35- Amontillado-Fairyland
36- Amontillado-Marchamudo
37 -Amontillado-N. P. U.
38. Oloroso Diamond “0O™
39- Oloroso “Mercedes™

40- Oloroso “Peter Pan™

41- Romate Dry Solera

42- Brown Nut Sherry

43- Gold Standard Brown
44- Cob-Nut Brown

45- Dos Cortados Fandangos
46- Oloroso Donana Brown
47- Fino Bombita

48- Fino Marismeno

49- Manzamlla-fina

50- Manzanilla-paternera
51- Romate Cream Sherry




52- Orange Flavored Sherry

53- Raisin Wine

54- Cardinal Cizneros-Pedo
Ximinez

55- Muscatel #]

56~ Muscatel Duquesa

57- Malvasia Wine

58- Sweet Light Sherry #87

59- Spanish Port-Superior Dark

60- Spamish Port-Special Red

61- Spanish Port-White

MEIERS OHIO WINE IN
SPECIAL VASES AND JUGS
Each$ 25NET

62- Gold Label Sherny

63- Gold Label Pornt

64- Gold Label Muscatel (2 eared
Jug)

65- Gold Label Muscatel (round
flat jug)

66- Gold Label Tokay

67- Grandpa Meier’s Fortified
Apple Wine

68- Meier's Forufied Wild Moun-

tain Blackberry 18 proofin a
square jug

69- Blackberry Wine (round jug)

13 proof

70- Football Shaped Jug (Either
Port or Sherry)

71- Baseball Shaped Jug (Either
Port or Sherry)

72- Round Ball-Shaped Jug-Ohio
Port Wine White Label

73- Ohio Sherry in Grecian Um
(in blue. green or black)

Not intended to offer for sale or
use mn communities wherein sale
or use is prohibited by law.

Those of you who pride
vourselves in bottle knowledge
and lore have now picked up a
few more tidbits of the past. Oh.
wouldn’t it be nice to find a Royal
Doulton Sandeman Don for $1.50
or some Meier's Baseballs of just
a quarter

vole italian association on
collections of:
v liqueurs, wines and
drinks miniatures
v mini-scents

publish the bi-monthly
28 pages magazine

"Il Collezionista di Mignon”™

free advertisements. miniatures offer by mail, novelties, antique
trade. quotations, whiskies and jugs, world markets
annual membership + subscripticn § 28
by international postal money order to:
CLUB DELLE MIGNONNETTES - Via Asiago 16 60124 ANCONA

AN 1 ITALY - ph 003% 071

33085; fax 0039 071 908435




ABSINTHE

Once again we return to the
world of Absinthe (with or
without a final “e”). Of all the
ones we've shown in previous
issues, one of these two is my
favonte.

Both these bottles were found in
London in 2001. England seems
to have a much more lenient
policy towards this liqueur as
absinthe was a famous dnnk In
France but is no longer allowed
there except in a much more

watered down form and a
different name.

The Hill's Absinth is another
bottle from the Czech Republic.
It's in an interestingly-shaped
bottle but with a rather plain label.
My favorite among all these 1s the
French La Fee. It's the eye that
does it for me...sort of Salvador
Dali-ish

Sometime soon we'll have a
complete rundown on the known
absinthes. both old and new




OK. here are some bottle you
can really drool over (somy,
David). Also. all these bottles
have some interesting connec-
tions. For example, there was a
corktop version of bottle number
one in the big 1989 whiskey
auction. | lost out on it and always
felt 1 should have bid a hittle
higher. Anyway. | ended up
getting a much nicer version of
the Kentucky View Bourbon

MELQO'S MINIS

by MIKE OLSON

Whiskey bottled for Samuel
Klibanow & Co. Chicago. It'sin a
keg-shaped embossed bottle and
has a great looking label printed in
red, black and gold. | recently
acquired this from a local trash
collector. It seems someone threw
out a box of 1930°s minis. Go
fipure!

Next we have a pair of great
looking Chicken Cocks. The pre-
pro version was BIB 1909-1914

L]



by The G G White Company of

Kentucky. The 1930°s version
was bottled by the Penn-Maryland
Division of National Distillers and
is one of the better looking bottles
in this seres.

The next bottle is unusual for
what it is not. It is O. F. C. Bour-
bon Whiskey Bottled by Wm H
Lee & Co. St. Louis, MO and has
a very nice multicolored label. It

_— . P

Schenley) as distiller, but does
come from the O F C Distillery of
Frankfort, Ky. The next pre-pro is
Old Prentice Whisky Bottled by
(the famous) J T S Brown & Sons
of Louisville, Ky. It has a gold
label printed in red, blue and
black. The flat pre-pro is Ol
Sage Bottled in Bond Whiskey
by H. S. Barton Distiller, a very
famous name in whiskey history.
The lact fane hatlee all have




McHenry for brand names. The
pre-pro  Mchenry Pure Rye
Whiskey is from Rohr McHenry
Distilling Co. of Benton, PA. It is
an amber square bottle and has a
black three paneled label as does
our next botile. The McHenn
Kentucky  Straight  Bourbon
Whiskey was Distilled by The
McHenry Distilling Co. of
Greenbrier, Ky. This is one of the
highly sought after square
whiskeys from the 1960°s and
*70’s. The remaining two bottles
are Fort McHenry Blended
Whiskey from the Crosse &

Blackwell Co. of Baltimore. The
amber glass i1s farly co
while the clear glass is rare

Finally, a note about the big |
1989 whiskey auction for those of |

I wWs '!l

MIMOn

vou not familiar with it
mail and phone auction of over |
3000 Amencan whiskeys and had |
some truly great bottles. It had
TWO DIFFERENT Old Camels
plus dozens of Califorma bottles
Can you imagine what this would
be like on the internet. It boggles
the mind.

Until nexttime. . MEL O




CAMPBELY §
Jenpin T |
AR

VLELANE WETEY

= e

Five unrelated but super
scotches are shown in this
month’s article. We begin with a
scotch in a slightly larger bottle
than most scotches are bottled in.
This scotch is Golden Cap Old
Scotch whisky. It is 70 proof and
bottled by J. C. & R. H. Palmer.
Bridport. The label 1s white with
orange on the top and a mountain
in the center. The Campbell’s is a
Tomintoul  Special ~ Highland
Whisky, 100 proof. The scotch ws
bottled and blended for P & J
Campbell, The Glenlivet Whisky
Deport, Tomintoul. It was an

s ol , \
REASURES OF THE PAST
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HLDSONS BAY

ST H WHISKY

¥
BUTCH JONES

The third mini is one of several
produced over the years by
Hudson's Bay Best Procurable
Scotch Whisky. This scotch isin a
brown flask. The fourth miniature
is a great scotch from the 1930’s.
This Highland Nectar blended
scotch whisky has a tax stamp
dated Mar 15, 1939. This scotch is
86.8 proof and is 12 years old.

The last one is from Japan. It is
“Ne Plus Ultra”, the very first
scotch whisky of great age. It was
specially reserved and selected by
John Dewar & Sons, Ltd. Perth,
Scotland.

“Til next ome.

BJ— |



HARRY .d BERT

by SCOTT P. SPAID

If vou take a good luck at beer
collectibles today., vou can find pens.
steins. glasses, and vou name it In the salt
and pepper categorv. Hamm's, Stroh and
of course Budweiser come to mind
However, one of the earlier salt and
pepper sets which fits nght into my mim
beer collection as a go-with 15 this set
which represents Hammy and Bert Piel of
Picl's Beer

They re pictured with their mouth

and in almost every commercial that's the

way vou'd find them. talking vour car
ofl. These two were the “stars™ of a senes

of bumorous ammated commercial

a i

ubiguiious antique mall, they re

addvion 1o anv mami beer collection
-5 P. 5

ou vears._ah make that decades

Occasionally found on e-bay or wour

< O
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The newest of the fancy (and wvery
expensive) cognacs has arived. The large
size of this bottle is now on sale here m
the US. and in many other countnes Un-
fortunately, the miniature is not. As far as
ic kmown, it's not being sold over the
counter anvwhere. Omly 2 veny few
miniatures were done to promote this new
offering Below is the text of what's on
the cover of the box and this will
undoubtedly explain wihy

PRIVATE RESERVE

HENNESSY

“gince 1500 cight gencrauions of the
Hemnmessy family have retained seven
generations of the Filhoux family as thewr
master blenders. Today Gilles Hennessy
and Yann Fillioux have revived a pnvate
Hennessy family blend Ornginally created
in 1873 by Emile Fillioux for the personal
use of Maurice Hemnessy. They have
recreated a distunguished cognac worthy
of both their signatures.”




THE

Several years ago | was given a
Russian Smimoff miniature vodka
by one of my Russian distmibutors.
This is the one that has the name
written in Cymillic letters on the
label. The other really interesting
and identifying thing about this
mini is that it is 60ml not 50ml. 1
don’t believe 1 have ever seen a
60ml mini vodka before this one.
And it is a very nice cut glass
bottle.

I usually go to Russia two or
three times a year on business. On
each trip 1 have taken in the last
five years since | had received this
bottle from my distmbutor, I have
looked in many stores to find
more of these really nice bottles
because many of my friends have
asked me for one. | have never
been able to find one n any store,

SMIRNOFF
STORY

by John Sullivan

mcluding the Smimoff shop 1n the
famous Eliason Delicatessen on
Tverskaya Street. They even told
me in that shop that Smirnoff does
not even make a miniature vodka
It has been driving me quite crazy,
as you can imagine, since I
already had one in my collection.
So on this last vist to Moscow in
May, | looked in the telephone
book, both white and vellow
pages, for a listing of the Smirnoff
offices. 1 came up empty. There
was no lisuing for the company.
So nmow | was bound and
determined to find them. 1 went to
the concierge at my hotel and
asked him if he knew how I could
find the Smimoff offices m
Moscow. He said he would check
with his friend and let me know.
The next day he told me that he
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had had some success. His friend
knew a guy who knew a guy who
worked at the Smirnoff offices.
He gave me a telephone number
and the name Dimitri and said to
call him. So 1 had my Russian
engineer, Stan, call him and we
made an appointment for 10am
the next mornng.

The next moming Stan and |
took the Metro (which 1s, by the
way, one of the nicest m the
world) to the Oktoberskaya station
and began to look for the address
of the building we were given. We
finally found the big building but
it had no sign and a great big steel
fence all around it. We finally got
past the guard at the gate and got
to the reception center.

We asked for Dimitri and were
told he was not there. We were

then kind of rudely asked by the
receptionist what our business was
at this office. As Stan began to
explain to her, a well-dressed man
walked in with his briefcase and
asked the receptionist what was
going on. It tumed out he was the
Managing Director of Smirnoff
and was just coming in to work.

Stan knows I am a big vodka
collectors of miniature bottles so
he answered to the guy rather than
waiting for the receptionist. He
told the guy that 1 was a very
important American visitor and
collector and that we had an
appointment with Dimitri. After
inviting us into his office. he
called Dimitri on the telephone
and the next thing I knew, Dimitn
was walking into this office with
three miniature Smimoff vodka
bottles for me.

The Director then made another
call and someone else came into
the office with one of the all ime
great gifts...a box that looked like
a book Inside the box was
another box that looked like a
book but when you opened it, it
contained three 100ml Smimoff
vodkas. There was also an actual
book in the box which was the
history of the Smimoff distillery
going back to 1853 when the
distillery was founded by Peter
Smimoff.

We chatted for about another
fifteen minutes until the Director
made another call. Then a woman
arrived with my final gift which
was a 750ml bottle of Smimoff
Juniper flavored vodka. Yes,

»




that’s rightt Juniper flavored
vodka. The same juniper bemes
from which they make gin. This is
qute common in Russia
However, the Smirnoff difference
is that they use the juice of the
actual bermies in their process
where all the other distillers who
makec the same flavor of vodka
use an extract tht they buy.

Mr. Gusov, the Managing
Director, went on to tell us that
the miniature Smimoff is not sold
in any stores. It is strictly a
promotional item and is only
given out at tastings and other
functions. So now vyou can
understand how difficult it is to
get hold of one of these little
beauties.

Oh yes, after I got back to the
hotel, I thanked the concierge and
asked him why they were not
listed in the telephone book. He
very quietly whispered to me that
it is quite common in Moscow for
companies not to be listed in the
telephone book for a couple of
reasons. #1 they don’t want the
public to know where they are
because many times the public
might get mad at them for some
crazy reason and then call the tax
police to report some problem. #2
is they don’t want criminals to
know where they are located.

So now you know the “rest of
the story™ about the real Smirnoff
miniature from Russia.

—]. S —




'LEO...IS THAT

YOU?

Two vears ago Wo chowed vou the
Landv gold hom W hich appearsd n
Southeast Asia [t was @ SUCCEss and sokd
out thore with many collectors found
waniing Smce we know that many of vou
also have a few largt decanters I YoUr

collection. we thought you might like 0
- she 115 version which was done for

the M-G-M in Las Vegas
It's exactly the same piece which was

sold by Landy in Hong
duty free outlets: however. this onc has an
A-G-M label on it and contains “their”

oot here, LS

Long and at a lew

cognac. INO ML how 1
etill a quality piece ¥oU should watch for
if vou vacation in Las Vegas
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Knoxville

Antique
Show

Antiques * Collectibles
Memorabilia * Appraisals
Advertising * Furniture * Postcards » Old Toys
Glassware * Pottery » China » Silver » Jewelry
Books * Signs * Tins * Civil War » Coca-Cola
Pepsi « Bottles « Coins * Tokens + Primitives

- June 7-8, 2002

Early Buyers - $15.00 General Admission - $5.00
Friday, June 7 = 2 pm to 7 pm Saturday, June 8 * 8 am (o 5 pm

Merchants I-75 Expo * Knoxville, TN
Exit 108 off I-75 Corner Merchants Drive &
Clinton Highway (25 W North)

91,000 Square Fool Facility with Free Parking
325 Dealers from 30 States & England
950 Tables & Booths

For informabon

* .rsss);;;m *
X x *




Hamm’s
INDIAN CHIEF

This salt and pepper sei Is the mnewest creation for
Sllver State Speclalties of the famous Hamm's Bear.
Only 500 sels Were produced in England by Wade
Porcelains. This set completes the serles begun in 2000
and now this last set Is being offered for a limited
fime. Send $75 plus $5 shipping to the address below.
This edition will sell out very quickly.

Name

Address

City State Lip

SILVER STATE SPECIALTIES
2916 BRIARWOOD DE.
TORRANCE, CA 90505




DEALER DIRECTORY

Fo b oeciedeny = b [esker

Deregoory b ool o @

apemstgl EZ25.00 per wear. Miake checls povabd fo
The Mimistare Boctir Coliecior, PO Box 214), Pal

Veroh Preseels, (A SOT74
FLASK LIQUOR, INC: 12194
Ventura Blvd, Studio City, CA 91604
or call (B18) 761-5373 or 985-3421
fax (B18) 763-0251. In the San
Fernando Valley 2 1/2 miles W. of
Universal Studios. Huge mini &
crystal selection. Ask for Ray, Chuck
or Marty. #172

FORT COLLINS BOTTLES: cl/o
Bill Thomas. 2000 Rangeview Dr, FL
Collins, CO B0524. Call (970} 484-
D088 days or (970) 493-8177 eve. &
weekends. All Ski Country, Wild
Turkey, & many Beam, McCormick,
elc. #172

D. L. & P. L. MAUND tv/a BELLS,
BROTTLES & COLLECTABLES:
"Charfield House™ Burnetts Lane,
Horton Heath, Eastleight, Hampshire
S050 7DG oMl (01703) 695506 fax
(01703) 696036 Scotches old and
new, many other UK. bot-tles &
Bell's Decanters. 2172

FIRESIDE CELLARS: 1421
Montana Avenuve, Sants Monica, CA
0403, tel (310) 393-2888. Ome of
the largest selections in Californmia.
Youlll find the new Signalories
here. #8172

KUBA-MBC, Luzicka 14/83, 771 00
Olomouc, Czech Republic, call or fax
+420685413731. Consignment  sale
of ceramic mini botiles from the
Cizech Republic, please write for list
Email jkuba@shcvulcz and hitp:
Meww sh.ovel.cz/~jk/mini #172

-GERRY'S WINES AND SPIRITS: 74
“Old Compton Strect. London, W tel
0171-734-2053. A great selection of mums
'from around the world Specialining m
absinthe bottles, large and small 172

ROYAL MILE WHISKIES: 379
High 5i, Edinburgh, Scotland. Lel
225 3383. A scotch lover's paradise
If it ismt here, wou obviously don’t
need it! #172

LOST WEEKEND LIQUORS: 427
Caroline St, Key West, FL. 33040,
The largest miniature bottle
selection in the Flonda Keys! Call
John at (305) 296435 or email at
LostWeekend KW &@aol.com #170

HONG RONG MINIATURE
LIQUOR COLLECTION - 1the
largesi selection of miniateres in
Hong Kong. You are welcome lo visil
our online store at URL:
www.miniaturehk com There are
almost  four  hundred different
items for sale. Fax (852) 2314 B022
or e-mail to enguiry!miniaturehk.

Com #168

CARNEGIE SPIRITS, LTD: 849
Scventh Ave. (between 54™ and 55"
52.), New York, NY 10019 or 212 977
3039. Tell “em, “Vic sent va.” #168

F n J Collectibles-Official Home
of 5ki Country: Frank & Jacque
Willburn, 302 Rancho Trail,
Amarillo, TX 79108 (806) 383-3788,
e-mail jmwilllbarn@aol.com. web
site www.skicountrydecanters.com

EURO LIQUORS: 10512 Reisters-
lown Road. Owings Mills, MD 21117
and ask for Mikl 2172

BOB'S PACKAGE STORE, INC.
1820 Winston Road, NW. Knoxville,
TN 37919, (865) 593-2483. Good
selection of what's available in the
heart of the Smokies. #172

&




" The Club
DIRECTORY

GREAT LAKES MINIA-
TURE BOTTLE CLUB: c/o
Mr. Paul Murray, 1275 Joshua,
[rov, MI 48098,

LILLIPUTIAN MINIA-
TURE BOTTLE CLUB: c/o
Mrs. Lee Weiss, 5626 Corning
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90056

MIDWEST  MINIATURE
BOTTLE CLUB: Mr. Ralph

Voris. 234 Le Grande Blvd.,
Aurora, 1L 60506.

NORTHWEST MINIA-
TURE BOTTLE CLUB: c/o

Mrs. Darlene Sandstedt, P. O.
Box 566, Boring, OR 97009.

WESTERN NEW YORK
MINIATURE LIQUOR
CLUB: cio Mr. Wayne Full. P.

0. Box 182, Cheeklowaga, NY
14225.

ASSOC. DES COLLEC-
TIONNEURS BUTICUL-
AMICROPHILISTES: 24,
Rue du Marechal Joffre, 62220
Carvin, France.

CLUB DELLE MIGNON-
NETTES: c/o Mr. Andrea
Sandroni, Via Asiago 16, 60124
Ancona (AN) haly.

DEUTSCHER WHISKY CLUB
MINIATUREN eV clo Artur
Helfer., Obere Stadimauer 53,
34471 Volkmarsen, Germany.

HONG KONG MINIA-
TURE LIQUOR BOTTLE
CLUB: 12th Floor, Bowa
House, 180 Nathan Road, Tsim
Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
el (852) 2721-3200 or fax
(852) 2314-80212. Chairman:
Mr. Wai Man Chan, Man's. email
Enquiry@miniaturchk.com

MAC DOUGAL MINIA-
TURE BOTTLE CLUB: c/o

Mr. Alberto Suslerman, P. O.
Box 40-181, Caracas, Venezuela

MINI. FLASCHENSAMNM-
LER DEUTSCHL;\NDS
E.V.: clo Mr. Jens-Uwe Wolf,
Weldenstr. 52-1, 88471
Laupheim, Germany

OSAKA MINIATURE
BOTTLE CLUB: cle Mr
Taizo Shiratsuchi, 1-11-2
Hakucho, Habikino-sh¢, Osaka,
583-0856 Japan.

PORT NICHOLSON MIN-
IATURE BOTTLE CLUB:
cfo Mr. David Smith, 36 Rawhin
Road, Pukerua Bay, Wellington,
New Zealand.

THE MINI BOTTLE
CLUB: c/o Mr. David Hamil-
on. 47 Burradon Rd., Burradon.
Cramlington, MNorthumberliand,
ME23 TNF England.




Vol 1
$11.95
+ 54 postage

Vol 11
$9.95

+ 34 postage

Both 1 & 11
$21.95
postpaid

BRISCO

P.O. BOX 2161
PALOS VERDES,
CA 90274

Prices good only im the US.A
Write for costs to other counfries

_Please send me Vol I a1 $11.95 + 4 postage
__Please send me Vol IT at $9.95 + %4 postage
__Please send me both I & II at $21.95 ppd.
Name

Address

City State Zip




WANTED - VODKAS: Belarus — Black
Cardinal Whate
~ Diamond —

Villa Lobos -
Lisenko, 9722 Jordan Circle, Santa Fe
Springs, CA 90670 or phone {562) 91-
0448

FOR SALE: Kuskova Vodka W4,
Romance Tequila $4. lce Vodka $3, and
many, many others Naturally vou pay the
postage too. If vou'd like the big list. send
2 SASE. David M. Spaid, P. O. Box 2161,
Palos Verdes, CA 90274

FOR SALE: 1 recently found sbout 500
miniature whiskey and misc  bottles
Shirky Atchison, P. O Box 188
Plantersville, AL 36758 or phone (334)
B75-T502.

FOR SALE: 15 Sk Country mims which
nclude: Eagkmaihum'ﬂﬂ.Pmuck
$35. Northern Smowy Owl $42, Baby
Snow Owl 530, Jenny Lind (vellow) £70,
Columbus Set (3 pieces) S100. Abo a
nice selection of club bottles in both sizes.
Send large SASE for complete list to Mr.
Paul C. Zaiser, 721 W 13® St, Cedar
Falls. 1A 50613 or call (319) 266-6862.

FOR SALE: 30 Year Collection might
be vour ticket to some great bottles.
Oner 1600 whiskics, scotch, vodkas,
1 v 99% glass, scaled. full,
excellent condition. Many purchased from
old collections. Selling only as an entire
lot. Call 952-944-1424 or wiite: Judy
Kaderlik, 10504 Decatr Avenue South,
Minneapohs, MN 53438 Large SASE
required if reguesting list

-
mem':mtmﬂ.mdmm
per pubscriber. Plnsse limer your ad 1o ST
wiprghy o REES

SSIEIEDJADS]

FOR SALE: Minjatures from Jordan:
whitky, gin vodia, cognac, scolch, arak
{ouzo), eic. Write Mun Manneh, 11332
Lorene Strect, Whittier, CA o601 o call
(562) 692-1918.

WANTED: Irish whiskey collector looking
for mew and different bottles. Will pay Lop
dollar or wrade meliple botiles of any t¥ype
of category. Contact Bill Ocr, 1680
Glenwood Drive, Twinsburg, OH 44087 or
email me at  shamrock @stratos.net

WANTED (TRADE o BUYR I am
locking for any miniature liguer botiles
made or bottled in the AZERBIAXN, BRITISH
HONDURAS, CORSICA CRETE. CEYLON.
IRAQ, or SURINAM. [ will pay top dollat, or
trade multiple minis for mim bottles from
any of these countries. 1 have over 150
couniries available for trade. Contact Jim
Crawford 31 {513) 467-9113, or c-mail me
at shooter @ fase.net

WANTED: Figurals - The Northwest
Miniamre Botile Club is s2eking figurals for
cur monthly raffle. We are not seeking the
esoteric of exotic. If yos have some figurals
1o sell, please comtact Jack Kelly, 2703 g™
Street, Gig Harbor, WA 98335 or call (253)
£51-3225 or e¢-mail taster@harbomet.com

FOR SALE: 1 have 40 mini Ski Couniry
bottles for sale. Please send a SASE for
thelist of bottles and prices. Jim Fennely,
53 $4™ Street, Sacramento, CA 95819

WANTED — RUMS and ANYTHING FROM
CURA_ [ have alarge rum  colkecton. If you
are in Florida, [ am one hour from Disney in
Cocoa Beach. Come see my collection. Have
rams 1o trade of sell. Tom Beasley, P. 0. Box
657, Cocoa, FL 32923 or call evenings
{321} T784-7475 or fax {321) 453.3680.

WANTED: MBC to buy or
trade. Vol 1, issues 2. 3 & 4 Vol IL
icsues | & 6; Vol TIL. issues | & 4, Vol.
V. issue - Vol V, issucs 3,4 & 5.1 have
the following cxtras for trade: Vol 1L
jssucs 2. 3, & 4; Vol. 'V, issues 3 & 6
Eugemo Secrafini, Bassano in Tevenna,
010630, Vitberbeo, ltaly
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
$18.00 - 1 vear, 3rd class

U.S.A. $34.00 - 2 vears, 3rd class
$22.00 - 1 vear, Ist class

U.S. Funds Only!

CANADA $24.00 per vear
ALASKA & HAWAIL $22.00 per year
EUROPE & ASIA $30.00 per vear
CHECK 1YR. 2YR.
ONE I‘-‘IBC'_ MBC T

MANE CHESCS PAVASLE T
BRISCO PUBLICATIONS
50 WORD FREE AD IF SUBMITTED AT TIME OF APPLICATION F.O. BOX 2161
PALOS VERDES PEN., CA. 90374

Name

Address

Clty State Zip




ALL AVAILABLE
BACK ISSUES

From number 31 through 168

-

To celebrate our nDew look.

Brisco Publications
Pos: Office Box 2161

Palos Verdes, CA 90274

Tel: (310) 333-2943

Fax: (310) 534-8437




Bv David M. Spaid and Harrv A. Ford Jr.

Send $7.95 plus $1.00 handling to: Brisco Publications
Fost Offce Box 291
Faios Veres Fersis Caome 9092
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