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AUCTION MAGAZINE
5 A Magazine for miniature liquor bottle collectors 3
: featuring interesting articles in every issue, combined v
5 with a miniature liquor bottle MAIL AUCTION featuring 2
@ aundreds of bottles from all over the world, including %
4 whiskeys, Rums, Vodkas, Cognacs, Liqueurs, etc.... =
= Figurals and even some large bottles. o
i i
- o
: Published every two months by the MINI BOTTLE o=
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM of Southboro, Massachusetts. _:’
2 3
> Come See Us 2
3 Subscription: $20 per year for 6 issues.

o Mailed by 1st class mail, US & Canada.

OVERSEAS: 825 per year, in U.S. funds only.
3 Mailed by Air Mail,
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MIDWEST MINI BOTTLE COLLECTORS'

10TH ANNUAL
MINI BOTTLE SHOW
AND FAIR

CHICAGO MARRIOTT OAK BROOK
1401 WEST 22ND STREET

OAK BROOK, IL 60521 “ALL ABOARD "
(312) 573-8555 FOR MINI'S GALORE

Thousands of Miniature Bottles From Around The Worldl
The Largest Miniature Show & Fair in The United Statesl

FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 1989 CLUB MEETING - 8:00 P.M.

* % TWO DAY SHOW * %
Saturday, April 8, 1989 - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 9, 1989 - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET & AUCTION
Banquet Starting 7:00 p.m. Auction to Followl

CLUB PRESIDENT - Yerne Brinker
‘ CO-CHAIRMEN
| Ralph Voris Jim Kruse
234 Legrande Bivd 2827 Winterberry Ln
Aurora. IL 60506 Peoria. IL 61604
I 312) 892-8622 309) 682-7383

} ASSISTED BY:

[ Tony Dobyns Stan Dalen

‘ Blackjack MO 314) 741-3049 st Louis. MO - (3141 993 9312

l SELLERS CONTACT: BANQUET RESERVATIONS: MEMBERSHIP INFO:

‘I Harry Owen Sol Press Bob Uttendorf
3926 N. Kostner Ave 6458 N. Northwest Hwy 2150 Laurel Dr.

| q 0641 Chicago. IL 60631 High Ridge. MO 63039

| 2) 282-5228 312) 792-33460 314) 677-6070

COLLECTABLES YOU MAY FIND
# Miniature Bottles # Miniature Beers % Miniature Figurals % Jim Beam Bottles # Advertising Collectables * Shot Glasses "
* Mirrors * Swizzle Sticks ¥ Back-bar Pieces * Bar Coasters ¥ Matches # And Anything Else!

Admission $1.00 (Members Free) Exhibitiors’ Tables $20.00



Many of you have done business with me for
several years as Janice at Jon-Sol. Jon-Sol is no
longer in business, and now it’s:

(14

Now providing you with increased bottle search
services, and a larger in-stock variety from all
distilleries. Send a list of bottles you are seeking,
we will locate and quote with no obligation.
Dealer inquiries invited.

“Just Janice”
307 Windover Avenue, NW
Vienna, VA 22180

Telephone (703) 242-8249




 Let’s Talk

l The key to it all is advertis-
|ing, just letting people know we
| exist. The key to what? The an-

swer is successful collecting.
| 1t's now 1989 and miniature bot-
| t1e collecting sails along much
| as it did twenty years ago and
| even fifty years ago. Collectors

come and collectors go. Some

are accumulators, others col-

lect with varied interests in
| the glass, the labels, or what

have you. The third group are
|the speculators who are quite

adamant about those twenty year
|old glass bottles being worth a
| minimum of ten dollars each!
| But collecting continues on. Why
|are we not similar to coin and
| stamp collectors whose ranks
| bulge with new collectors? The

key to it all is letting others |

know you exist, in short, the
above-mentioned advertising.
I said collecting is about the

same as it was fifty years ago. |

The majority of collectors don’'t
know there were clubs and much
activity back then. They don't
because the people then made the
same mistakes we've all contin-
ued to make, They didn't reach
out, theydidn't support the hob-
by. The unfortunate part is that
my editorial is reaching those

who are already converted. You '

already support clubs, publica-
tions, and buy and swap. So how
do we reach the thousands who
collectand aren't involved. The
answer is, through YOU.

This has turned into a sermon
put rightfully so. Millions of
| people collect things which are
much stranger than mini liquor
boitles. Talk up your hobby, let
others know you collect. You may
just find someone whose father
or mother collected some fifty
years back and they care nothing
about the bottles. Now who bene-
fits?

If you're not part of the solu-
tion, you'repartof the problem,
M
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OurCover

D
| It's been a very long time indeed since we've

| featured a beer here on the cover for you. So, we |
decided to present six. . .of course, they all have |
to be the same. This is the new six pack of Corona

| Mexican Beer (Cerveza, por favor) which just |
recently became available, This was done with

the blessings (and paid royalties) of Corona and |
is proving to be as popular as the beer itself!

Copyright 1986, BRISCO PUBLICATIONS, The |
MBC is published six times yearly with single
copies $2.50 and yearly 3rd class subscription at
$12.00. Mailing address: Box 2161, Palos Verdes |
Peninsula, CA 90274, Phone (213) 534-4943, All
rights reserved. Unsolic ited nanuscripts accepted.
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Kaiser’s
Canal

De Keizersgracht
N2102

The remonstrant church at the
Keizersgracht 102 is a rather un-
obstrusive building for the pas-
sersby, because the visible part
on the canal is not wider than a
normal dwcelling-house. The size
of the inside church cannot be
estimated from the canal. Built
initially as a refuge-church it
could be reached only via corni-
dors ending at the canal and clos-
ed by a door, which looked like a
normal front-door. Only in the
19th century has the present hall
been built in No. 102.

SET of 6
MULTICOLOR DELFT

HOUSES
DIRECT FROM HOLLAND

$69.95 ppd

CHIISAI BIN

P. O. Box 90245
Los Angeles, CA 90009

De Keizersgracht
N2100

Dwelling-house of about 1625.
The house was built by Picter
Simonsz van de Schellingh. Since
the beginning of the 18th century
in possession of the remonstrant
community. In the year 1820 the
house was renovated and got its
present appearance. Gable with
real cornice and two-winged
door on the left side with double
decoration-window Formerly
the house had been used as sa-
cristy-habitation

De Keizersgracht
N¢ 104

Dwelling-house ecrected in the
year 1632 by the carpenter Lam-
bert Massa. In 1642 Claes Har-
mensz Roothoet became its
owner. It is said that a hatter first
dwelled here. In 1742 the house
was inhabited by Joh. van Drie-
bergen, a professor of the Re-
monstrants.




De Keizersgracht
Ne 106

For the regents of the remon-

strants community this mer-

chant-house was rebult n ap-

prox. 1760. The old house was

property of Mr. Roothoet in
1642

De Keizersgracht
N2 110

It was the merchant Hendrik
Taddel. who renovated this
house in 1754. With a neck-
gable, the building is in the style
of Louis XV (rococo). In 1772 1t
came into the possession of the
remonstrants community. The
real estate had been bought in
1615 by Ans Jacobsz Slipende
Aep and built by the glass-pain-
ter Jan Jacobsz. The house is
named “The castle of London™

De Keizersgracht
N2 108

This merchant-house was builtin
1738 for the remonstrant com-
munity and has not been recon-

structed greatly since then. The

real estate for this house was

bought in 1615 by Cornelis
Joosten
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The miniature collection
by Royal Goedewaagen.

The hobby of collecting **Historical
things” acquires more and more fan-
aers
In the Miniature collection of “*Histo-
rical buildings” the ROYAL FAC-
TORIES GOEDEWAAGEN, Gou-
da/Netherlands. present to the con-
noisseur an edition, which is unique
Hands of artists formed in carefully
detailed work the buildings No. 100to
110 of the famous “Keizersgracht™
in Amsterdam, and with perfect tra-
ditional artisian work, there has been
created with every replica a collec-
1or's object of lasting value.

This unusual edition, which consists
at the moment of six replicas, will be
expanded permancntly. Ask for new
modcls in your speciality-shop — and
look for the trade-mark, which is your
guarantee of buying the original
GOEDEWAAGEN historical build-
ing series




SAMPLES

by David M. Spaid

Previously we've shown you some
examples of what was never meant to
be and we 've dugup some more of them
for you to ogle, This is a variety of
alldifferent types, Some of these you'll
probably be glad were never made;
however, possibly some others you,
as I, would like to have in your col-
lection. All of these are from the late
1970's,

Only one of these pieces ever saw
the light of day and then only in a large

750 ml size. This is the Whiskey Pete's
Casino. The bottle is a perfect rep-
resentation of the casino logo which is
seenon everything at Whiskey Pete's,
Depending on whether you're going
north or south, Whiskey Pete's is the
first or last thing you see in Nevada
on your way between Las Vegas and
Los Angeles. It's a super bottle but
in the miniature size, only three are
in existence,..one in Japan and the
other two here in the U, S,




Remember the movie Heaven Can
~ait with Warren Beatty? This was the
Sne about the guy who died ahead of
his time and came back in someone
else's body., Remember what warren
Beatty looks like? Wwell, this was to
be a miniature bust of Warren Beatty
from the movie. See, he's even got his
little wings. Grenadier ordered this
sample as theyhad a tie-in with Para-
mount Pictures at the time. The only
problem was it doesn't look anything
like Warren Beatty. Asa bottle of some
ouy with wings on his back, it was an
absolutely stunning winner of a bottle!
Great workmanship, beautiful detail,
but not one little iota like Beatty.

Famous Firsts wanted a mini ver-
sion of their large roulette wheel, This
was it. The bottle was extremely well
crafted in that the stopper could be
spun just like a real wheel. Another
winner, but no taker. Famous Firsts
was in a tailspin from which it never
recovered and issued no more bottles.




Remember the five plate bottles pro-
duced about ten years ago. That was
an attempt to link up both bottle and
plate collecting. Let's just say it was
a noble attempt. So, how about a bot-
tle which would link stamp and bottle
collecting. A sure winner you say. I
personally think the bottle pictured
would have been but it never made it
past the sample stage, This one would
probably have gone to Raintree as there
was a third tie-in with the circus and
clowns. How could it have missed ?

My,

L

Finally we come to the bears, Well,
somebody must have thought they were
cute, . . but not cute enough, At the
heighth of figural collecting, no one
wanted another bear, they wanted a-
nother bird. And, shortly thereafter,
the whiskey companies did give the
collectors the bird!
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Let's take a look at some of the
solden oldies from acrossour northern
border. The 1920's were definitely a
colden decade for whiskey producers
in Canada, Very little whiskey was
distilled for home consumption: most
all went south to the U.S. to feed the
cravings of those mired in Prohibition,
Eliott Ness may have tried to stop it
from coming in, buthe was only par-
tially successful,

The U.D. L. Special shown here was
part of a cache of bottles found in a
closed casino in Reno, Nevada, back in
the mid-1270's, Note that it carries
no U.S. strip stamp. These were all

brought in illegally and abandoned to a
back basement decades ago. Glenmore
and Coon Hollow were unearthed at the
same time.

It's easy to speculate how many thou-
sands and thousands of these must have
been made. The other U.D.L. also
has a 1939 Maryland stamp. There were
ten years worthof these, and they were
not sold only in Maryland. The same
case may be made for the Corboy's.

The labels aren't great, the bottles
themselves not that difficult to obtain,
but they 're history, and of akind which
makes any collection more interesting.




MINI W

IVAN UHLIK

Early in October 1988 there was a
bigcollectors' show in Prague, Czech-
oslovakia. The bottle show was just
part of the bigger show which was or-
ganized by the Club of the Curiosities
Collectors KSK Prague in the Central
Cultural House of the Railway Workers
in the downtown of Prague. There were
presented many collectable items as
autogrammes, beer cans, labels, post
cards, cigarette boxes, etc. And, many
thousands of visitors were in attend-
ance,

Imet witha Czech friend who brought
me pictures of the new rminiatures
from Slovakia, Here then are two pho-
tos and information about the products,

The production program of the Fru-
cona n.p. Levo¥a for 1989:

1. Slopak Brandy 40%

2. Fruconac Original Brandy 40%
*3. Fragopolis Brandy Blend 42%

4, Inland Rum 40%

5. Fine Vodka 407
*6, Vodka Triumph 40%
*7. Ceresnovica Cherry Brandy 38%
*8. Milinovica Raspberry Brandy 407
*9, Spisska Borievkovica Juniper 40%
10. Fruco-Gin 45%
11. Luna Lemon Ligueur 35%
12. Darkovka Herb Liqueur 38%




The production program of the Slovlik
n.p. Tren¥in for 1989:

.

-

.

N W O DD =

_ Consumer's Vodka 407

. Borovickzs Juniper Brandy 40%
. Diplomat Grape Brandy 40%

. Zazvorovka Ginger Spirit 35%
" 0ld Herold Brandy 42%

All the bottles are round, clear glass
and 50m1capacity, stopped witha white
Levo¥aor transparent Tren¥in plastic
cap. The mark"*" says that it's a new
product or a new label. --1.U, --

Frigpaat:




SCOTCH
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MIKE BARBAKOFF

Laphroaig (pronounced "la froygh™)
is probably the most famous of the
malt whiskies to come from the small
island of Islay off the West Coast of
Scotland. It is located about a mile
eastof Port Ellen and is right down on
the seashore.

The Islay whiskies are much sought
after by the blenders of good whiskies
as they have a most idstinctive nose
and taste, In 1887, Alfred Barnard
wrote of Laphroaig... "The whisky is
of exceptional character being largely
sought after for blending purposes and
is a thick and pungent spirit of a pe-
culiar 'peat reek' flavour.' Today the
flavour of Laphroaig is mellower than
in days of yore, but many still refer
to it as medicinal, like seaweet and
iodine, but these are not the afficiana-
dos that have succumbed to the sublime
pleasures of the Islay single malts.
It was suggested in The Making of Scotch
Wnisky by Moss and Hume that during

':#'ru.{u scoxén

o -
PO 3 copi ok,

prohibition in the States when liquor
was only available legally by prescrip-
tion that the medicinal flavour helped
sales, Tome Laphroaig and the Islays
are some of the finest whiskies to come
from Scotland. The labels on Laphroaig
describe the whisky as ''the most rich-
ly flavoured of all Scottish whiskies, "
This, to the lover of Lagavulin, might
seem a bit of an overstatement, but it
mustnumber amongst the top 10 malts
for many many connoisseurs,

Originally built in 1820, the distill-
ery was expanded in 1882 and 1923 to
its current total of six stills, all re-
puted to be based upon the original
pattern. The founder, Donald Johns-
ton, distinguished himself by falling
into his own burnt ale vat in 1847 and
dying. In 1954 the distillery was in-
herited by Miss Bessie Johnston who
became the only female distiller in
Scotland. Laphroaig is now owned by
Long John International.

14



The miniatures' history must be
characterised by some of the least ex-
citing labels you could hope to find,
and vet for the enthusiast for small
label variations, quite a selection can
be found:

Figure 1 shows the earliest known
Laphroaig miniature labelling at a
strength of 20under proof. An identical
labelling in a cork topped bottle is re-
puted to also exist (anyone have one?),
The whisky then became available in

LAPHROAIG'
LAY MAL A e waISKY
10 ans dage

The mowt richly (lavoured ol
sl Soutex whiskios
amom

IO yeoss old

LAPHROAIG'

UNBLENDED
LAY MALT SCOTCH WHINEY

1O yoars oid

LAPHROAIC

UNELENDED
BLAT MALT SCOTCH WRINEY

70 yoan oid

The moat rickly Nawcred of
il Sooted whiskme

IILAD At BCTTLID W WOTLAE

w0 Paroment ot
s whahne

T

AR B OO ARG VS
ARG DONTIL IR PR OF S

W e saaad W ST
o R

LAPHROAIG'

CNBLENDED
LAY MALT SCOTCR WHISTY

LAPHROAIG

e
WA AL T - TR ST

tall round clear bottles at 10 years old
and 75 proof (Sykes), Figures 2 and 3
show two variants: one of which is an
80 proof overprinted label at 75 proof.
No evidence of an 80 proof bottling cur-
rently exists (anyone have one?)., Fi-
gures 4 to 9 show the range of labels
printed black on white at the basic
strengths of 40%, 43% and 90 U.S.

proof. The Italian import has the im-
portersdetails on the front label. The
French import shows 10 Ans D'Age.

17



LAPHROAIG’

OWELEWDED
IRLAY MALT BOUTCH WRISKY

7O pears old
oo g rekly B

A e & S
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Figures 10 and 11 show the two flask
versions that have been available, one
beingthe U, S, import. The latest var-
iation to appear (figures 12 & 13) show
the 10of the age in a block form, Ter-
ribly exciting, don't you think? For
the sake of completion it should also
be noted that the 1957 distillation of
Laphroaig has been bottled in miniature
by Gordon & Macphail in theirexcellent
Connoisseur's Choice series, Three
minor label variations exist of this
mini,

Happy Hunting, --M. B, --




SMALLTALK

Yes, it's a little old bald man hold-
ing a peach. So what else do you want
to know? There isn't much to tell ex-
cept that this comes from China (the
real China, not the Republic of China)
and contains (it's been rumored) a po-
tent liqueur. What's delightful about
this character is that he's obviously
oblivious to it all and he's just happy
to be around. The bottle itself is a
combination of both bisque and high
olaze finishes. And. finally. this may
just be the first actual figural minia-
ture liquor to come from China!




Whiskey Heritage

GEORGE JINKENS

-
gr.rr-eatesy

A special for you this time. Both of
these bottles are from what I call the
cigarette label bottles, Most of you al-
ready know of the Old Camel bottle and
probably mostof you have seen the Old
Chesterfield. Well, take a look at these

two beauties. RESERV
Pall Mall Reserve Blended Whiskey £

may be even less seen in collections 37

than Old Camel, Both, in fact, were ] f?ﬁ’”g"f{

produced by Crown Spirits Company of _ i

Chicago.

The ot her bottle as you can plainly
see isOld Gold. This 90 proof straight
was bottled for the Old Gold Distilling
Co., Inc. also of Chicago. This one
is absolutely mint.

More next time. --G.J, --




delight In
simple

(Bourbon.Whiskey

110 PINT




melo’s
minis

by Mike Olson

In this article I would like to feature
three bottles with great looking foil
labels, plus take another look at the
"Boxer" bottles. I have always liked
foil labels, especially when they are
in good condition. The three I have
chosen to show are certainly in ex-
cellent condition, The "Boxer" bottles
were originally shown by the late Don
Wwodicka, but since they have been
showing up in the mail auctions and I
am lucky enough to have all five, I will
show them again.

Bottle number one is a real gem, It
is Blended Dillinger Whiskey Distilled
and Blended by Ruffsdale Distilling Co.
Ruffsdale Pa. Braddock Pa. formerly
Dillinger Distilling Co. It is 90 proof,

- 1
4
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| BOURBON WHISKEY
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contains 12 1/2% Rye distilled Spring
1913 and 12 1/2% Rye distilled Fall
1934 with 75% neutral spirits, has a
gold foil labelprinted in red and black
aind was made about 1935, Next we have
another great looking bottle in Hunters
Pride Bourbon Whiskey Bottled by Lib-
erty Bottling Co, Chicago ILL, It is
90 proof, has a gold label printed in
red and black, was made For Intra-
state Sale and has a 1937 Illinois tax
stamp. The last of these is Golden
Harvest Straight Whiskey Bottled by
Canadian AmericanSpirits Corp. Jer-
sey City N.J. It is 90 proof, Pennsyl-
vania Straight Whiskey, has a gold
label printed in red and black and was
made about 1936,




The first "Boxer' bottle is John L.
Straight Rye Whiskey Bottled by Olde-
tyme Distillers Inc. Jersey City, New
Jersey. It is 90 proof, 2 years old, was
distilled in Penna.. has a blue label
printed in red, white and gold and was
made about 1937. The next is John 1Ey
Straight Bourbon Whiskey also from
Oldetyme. It is 90 proof, 2 1/2 years
old, was distilled in Kentucky, has a
red labelprinted in gold and white and
is from the same time period. As an
interesting side note, all the John L.
Ryes I have ever seen have Pennsyl-
vania tax stamps and all the John L.
Bourbons have Ohio tax stamps!

| STRAIGH!
WHISKE Y

Bottied By
G MBS VST
ALY CHUN, & §

s e

!
i
| STRAIGHT RYE
L WHISKEY




Movingalong, we come to Dempsey's
Special Brand Blended Whiskey Bottled
by McKesson & Robbins Inc, Aladdin
Pa, It is 90 proof, 2 years old, has a
black label printed in red, gold and
yellow and has a 1937 Florida tax
stamp. This is followed by Jack Demp-
sey's Blended Whiskey Blended and
Bottled by Jack Dempsey Co. (Balti-
more Pure Rye) Dundalk Maryland, It
is 86.8 proof, 3 years old, has a tan
label printed in red, black and copper
and was made in 1940, The last of
these is Joe Louis Kentucky Straight
Bourbon Whiskey Bottled in Kentucky
by The Joe Louis Distilling Co. Law-
renceburg Kentucky. It is 86 proof, 4
years old, has a white label printed in
red, black and gold and was made in

KENTUCKY STRAKGHT
BOBRBON WHISKEY

WM s gt O

1952, This bottle is a good example of
some of the lesser known brands pro-
duced between 1945 and 1955. Bottles
from this time period seem to be some-
what scarce.

Finally, it was always considered
that the Joe Louis was the hardest of
these bottles to find, but a quantity of
these turned up in one collection last
year. This makes me wonder how many
more good bottles are still out there
in dormant collections and where the
hell can I find them ?

As always, if anyone would like any
further information on any bottle pic-
tured, please feel free to contact me
at 309 Knopp Valley Drive, Winona
MN 55987,

Until next time, . . . MELO




WHATES JT\J
01d,0dd, orllnusu

by
TONY NATELLI

(Ed. note: It's been much too long since
we've seen Tony Natelli's articles on
hottles. This situation is herewith cor-
rected. )

KOALAS - Like the pandas, koalas are
among everybody's favorite animals.
This native of Australia has been de-
picted atleast three times by distiller-
jes in miniature form. Shown here are
Lionstone, Collector’'s Art, and Ski
Country. The Lionstone was part of
their first Safari Series, the Collect-
or's Art from a scarce set of five an-
imals and five birds, and the Ski Coun-
try version alas was never released.

Although, as the picture shows, it's a : 1:“::{3.(?‘.‘.
rather nice bottle.




LIONSTONE CIRCUS SET - The re-
leased version was very popular. But
unknown to collectors, a magnificent
set, produced by Goto of Japan, was
never put into production. Pictured
here are five of the nine: Burmese
Girl, Strongman, Fat Lady, Snake
Charmer and Fire Eater, These really
are out of this world! Unfortunately,
nothing is known of the other four which
were the Barker, Giant with Midget,
Tattooed Lady, and Sword Swallower,







“SPECIAL”
COGNACS

(Ed. note: The following article origi-
nally appeared in the September 1988
edition of Business Traveler. The ar-
ticle is by Terence F. Murphy and
covers a lot of territory in a small a-
mount of space.)

Cognac is fast becoming the world's
status drink. Worldwide annual sales
have jumped from 120 million bottles
a year to more than 160 million bot-
tles per annum in just five years. This
at a time when brown spirits - whis-
keys, bourbons, scotches - are on the
wane,

Why all the fuss?

Even as consunption drops in France,
Americans and Orientals have latched
onto Cognac for its upscale image.
Cognac has developed an aura of pres-
tige, savoir faire and luxury: and at
§20 for a respectable bottle, it's an
affordable indulgence.

Described by aficionados as the es-
sence of France, Cognac is, in fact,
simply premium brandy. Cognac is so
designated because it's brandy twice
distilled from grapes grown in the
Cognac region of France and blended,
bottled and sold under strict regional
control. Maurice R, Hennessy, of the
Cognac house which bears his family
name, speaks volumes about the pro-
duct and its producers and devotees
when he explains, "All Cognac is bran-
dy: but not all brandy is Cognac. i

The spirit was born of necessity by
crafty Cognac wine merchants who, in
the 17th century, needed to cut the bulk
of their product and produce a beverage
that would weather ocean-going trans-
port to market indrinkable form. They
produced a brandy os such distinction,
according to today's Cognac houses,

that it became known by the name of
its region of origin. Thus was Cognac
created for moderns to savor straight
up for its heady "nose" and woody
"feel' -a complex sensory experience
that connoisseurs describe not so much
for its taste as its "smell-taste™.

It's unlikely that the Cognac's medi-
evel winemakers envisioned aday when
their rather undistinguished vintages
would engender such rarified consid-
eration. Cognac winemakers distilled
their thin vintages in onion-shaped Byz-
antine pot stills. This simple coil
still - the alembic - was left behind in
Cognac by alchemists among invading
Arabs who had futilely pursued the
medieval goal of distilling gold.

Sometime in the 17th century, one of
the region's wine makers was struck
with the idea of twice distilling his
wine, transforming the milky -white
first distillation (a8 percent alcohol)
into a crystal-clear liquid known as
eau-de-vie. Thus was born the raw
component (70 percent alcohol) that
forms the base of Cognac. The region's
200 producers continue to use the tra-
ditional pot stills, which distinguishes
them from common brandy - makers
who employ more efficient continuous-
process stills. (Such makers are also
not bound by the strictures of the Bur-
eau National Interprofessional de Co-
gnac, They also, heaven forbid, make
brandy from fruits other than the
Saint-Emilion grape!)

Today, the creation of the four le-
gally defined qualities of Cognac pro-
gresses much as it did 400 years ago.
Once double distillation is complete,
the resulting eau-de-vie is aged in the
casks fashioned without nails or glue
from oak shanks aged outdoors for four




to six years. By law, Cognac barrel
makers must cut their shanks from 70
to 150 year old oaks found in the Lim-
ousin and Troncais forests in Cognac.

New eau-de-vie is placed in new
barrels. Aged for a minimum of two
years (though generally longer), it
draws tannin from the oak, which im-
parts color and taste, as it's oxidized
by air entering through the oak's pores.
Evaporation claims 20 percent of the
liquid during this stage.

By this time, the eau-de-vie is under
the watchful nose of the master blender.
He determines which vintages will be
blended when and with what other sub-
regional batches and vintages, thus
maintaininga consistent "house style”
from year to year.

By combining brandies of different
regions and ages, each house releases
Cognac that will satisfy four quality
levels as defined by the BNIC.

Basic Cognac bears the label desig-
nation, VS or 3-Star. BNIC requires
3_Star be comprised of brandies aged
a minimum of two years. Generally,
VS is a blend of brandies aged an aver-
age of five to nine years.

Highquality Cognac is labelled VSOP.
Its components must be aged aminimum

of four years, though the major houses-

add enough very old eau-de-vie to make
the average age of this class about 12
years. XO, VVSOP, Vielle Reserve,
Grand Reserve, Napoleon, Royal and
Vieux are label designations for the
oldest Cognacs. These bottles contain
a significant percentage of very old
eau-de-vies, some aged as long as
20. 30, 40 years or more.

A fourth BNIC classification, Fine
Champagne Cognac, refers not to the
age of its component eau-de-vies, but
to sub-regions from which they come.
Such a bottle is a blend of brandies
distilled entirely from grapes grown
in Cognac's two highest quality sub-
regions.

Buyinga good Cognac, therefore, is
a relatively uncomplicated matter. The
four largest brands of Cognac, in de-
scending order of worldwide market
share, are Hennessy 21percent), Mar-
tell (19 percent), Remy Martin (15 per-
cent). and Courvoisier (14 percent).

A bottle of VS should run about $20;
VSOP, about $30. The third category
can hitvery highprices. Japanese bus-

inessmen are known to exchange $300
bottles as gifts. A Hennessy X0, for
instance, will run about 875 in the U-
nited States.

Purists suggest Cognac be enjoyed
afterdinner, straightup in a traditional
snifter warmed by the hand. This gen-
tle warming allows the Cognac's bou -
quet to be released, overwhelming the
lucky imbiber with the connoisseur's
“taste-smell”., The major producers,
however, encourage its enjoymentany-
time in tall chilled cocktails. The Ja-
panese seem to favor it mixea with
water and drink it as an accompani-
ment to dinner,




Jerry Cohen
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A sampling of the vast inventory found at the Bottle Collector's Liquor Store.

BOTTLE COLLECTOR'S LIQUOR SHOP
AND LOUNGE

382-6645 * THE WORLD'S LARGEST MINIATURE SELECTION » 387-6515
STORE BEER CAN HEADQUARTERS LOUNGE
PACKAGE LIQUORS

1328 & 30 Las Vegas Bivd. So
Las Vegas, Nevada 89104




THE LIQUOR COLLECTION

(formerly Ford's Liquor)
2084 S. Harbor Blvd.

Anaheim, CA 92802
(714) 740-1233

Over 3000+ Miniature Liquor Bottles




DEALER DIRECTORY

To be included in the Dealer Directory.
the cost is a nominal $25, 00 per year,
Make checks pavable to: The Miniature
Bottle Collector, P.O. Box 2161, Palos
Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274,

THE MINIATURE BOTTLE SPECIAL-
ISTS: Geoff & Kay Smith, 5 Queen’'s
Square, Blackpool, FY] 1QU Lancs,,
England, We sell not only new minis
but old and rare ones too. Write for
our lists. =91

THE LIQUOR COLLECTION: 2084 So,
Harbor Blvd., Anaheim, CA 92802 or
call (714) 740-1233, Ask for Brian,
The largest selection in California or
possibly the entire USA, Less than a
mile south of Disneyland. #90

CHIISAI BIN: P. O. Box 90245, Los
Angeles, CA 90009 or phone (213) 641-
1928. Minis from Europe and Asia as
well as our specialty items. Send an
SASE forour list of porcelains, figur-
als, etc. In late '88 we’ll have the four
new Goebel animals. #90

BILL'S BOTTLES BEAUTIFUL: P.O.
Box 461, Caliente, NV 89098, Write
us for all your bottle needs. We'll
find that bottle you need so badly. #84

VAN'S LIQUOR: 4329 Candlewood,
Lakewood, CA 90740 or call (213)
630-2400. Come in to say hello to Reva
and Howard from England. We love
collecting as much as you do! See our
selection and display at our red car-
pet store where you'll get red carpet
treatment, #84

PAT KEEFE (formerly F & P): 2290
Hiller Road, W. Bloomfield, MI 48033
orcall (313) 363-2068, Lowest prices
on figural miniature bottles. Send card
or letter for list. Please print. #84

BOTTLE COLLECTORS LIQUOR
SHOP: 1328 Las Vegas Blvd. So., Las
Vegas, NV 89104 or call (702) 382-
6645, The biggestselection found any-
where and the headquarters for figural
collectors, Ask for Jerry. #84

FORT COLLINS BOTTLES c/o Mr.
Bill Thomas, 2000 Rangeview Dr.,
Ft. Collins, CO 80523 or call (303)

493-8177 after 5:00 or weekends. All
Ski Country bottles, Wild Turkey, and
many Beam, Hoffman, McCormick,
Brooks, etc. #89

THE CANNERY WINE CELLARS: 2801
Leavenworth, San Francisco, CA
94133 or call (415) 673-0400. Northern
California’'s largest selection of new,
old, rare and unusual straight glass
and figural minis, Located on Fish-
erman’'s Wharf and open seven days a
week. Ask for Dan. #88

BLUEGRASS DECANTERS: 3003-D
Park Central Avenue, Nicholasville,
KY 40356 or call (606) 885-7782 and
ask for Wally. Specializing in Wild
Turkey but do write for our price list
on many other decanters. # 86

BOB'S BOTTLES: 4350 Tujunga Ave.,
Studio City, CA 91604 or call (818) 508-
9498, Specializing in everything! You
won't believe the selection,..and the
low prices ! Ask for Sidney. #87

MAIL AUC TION of all types of minia-
tures (whiskeys, scotches, cognacs,
figurals, etc.) in every issue of THE
MINI BOTTLE INTERNATIONAL AUC-
TION MAGAZINE, $20 per year bi-
monthly, U.S. and Canada. Overseas
825 per year in US funds only. Back
Issues: $4@, Write: George Terren,
25 High Street, Southboro, MA 01772
or call (508) 460-0964.




The Club
DIRECTORY

USA

Del-Val Miniature Bottle Club: c/o Mr,
Norm Luber, 653 Parlin Street, Phil-
adelphia, PA 19116,

Great Lakes Miniature Bottle Club:
Ms. Jean Davis, P. Q. Box 245, Fair
Haven, MI 48023,

Kiski Mini Beam & Spec. Club: ¢/o Mr.
John D. Ferchak, Jr., 816 Cranberry
Drive, Monroeville, PA 15146.

Lilliputian Miniature Bottle Club: c/o
Mrs. Lee Weiss, 5626 Corning Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90056.

Mardi Gras Miniature Bottle Collec-
tors Club of Louisiana: ¢ /o Mr. John
Lewis, 5 Yellowstone Dr., New Or-
leans, LA 70114,

Mid - Atlantic Miniature Bottle Club:
c¢/o Mr. Don Prosise, 6205 Tecumseh
Place, College Park, MD 20740,

Midwest Miniature Bottle Club: Verne
Brinker, St. AndrewsWoods, 836 Tam
O'Shanter, Bolingbrook, IL 60439,

The Miniature Cognac Club: ¢/o Mr,
Joseph Levesque, 7212 Seminole Ter-
race, Oklahoma City, OK 73132,

Northeast Mini Bottle Club: ¢/o Mr,
Al Manuel, 1225 McDonald Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11230,

Northwest Mini Club of Portland: ¢/o
Dorothy Blyth, P, O. Box 6551, Port-
land, OR 97228,

Orange County Miniature Bottle Club:
¢/o Mr. Don Rand, 636 Briarwood
Drive, Brea, CA 92621,

Oregon Miniature Bottle Club: ¢/o Mr.
Wayne Andrus, P. 0. Box 70201, Eu-
gene, OR 97401 ph (503) 343-4622,

Western New York Miniature Liquor
Club: c/o Mr, Wayne Full, P,0O, Box
182, Cheektowaga, NY 14225,

FOREIGN

Tokyo Miniature Bottle Club: ¢/o Mr.
Kazue Daimon, Corp. Daimon, 4-440
Ikebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171,
Japan, tel 03-983-0688.

Greater Edmonston Miniature Liquor
Bottle Collectors Association: ¢/0 Mr.
Brian Hutchings, Box 1327, Morinville,
Alberta TOG 1P0 Canada.

Club Mini Barman: c¢/o Mr. Pierre
LaSalle, c.p. 126 Rosemont, Montreal
Quebec H1X 3B6 Canada.

Miniaturflaschen - Club der DDR: ¢ o
Ivan Uhlik, Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz 6.
8122 Radebeul 2, DDR (East Germany),

Club Delle Mignonnettes: c/o Andrea
Sandroni, Via Asiago 16, 60124 Ancona
AN, Italy.

Miniature Bottle Clubof Kobe: ¢/o0 Mr.
H. Miura, 1-56 Sannomiya-cho, Ikuta-
ku, Kobe-City, Hyogo-ken, Japan.
Osaka Miniature Bottle Club: ¢/o Mr.
Taizo Shiratsuchi, 11 - 2 Hakucho 1-
Chome, Habikino-shi, Osaka 583, Japan

The Northern Alcophialist Club: ¢/o
Ms. Erica Mulder, P. O. Box 60155,
Titirangi, Auckland 7, New Zealand.

Port Nicholson Miniature Bottle Club:
¢/oMr. DavidSmith, 86 Rawhiti Rd.,
Pukerua Bay, Wellington, New Zealand

Vereinder Miniflaschensammler e. V.
c/oKarl-Heinz Kessemeier, Hegelstr,
34, D4902 Bad Salzuflen, West Germany

MiniflaschenclubVolkmarsene.v.: c/o
Herr Artur Helfer, Obere Stadtmauer
53, 3549 Volkmarsen, West Germany.

The Mini Bottle Club: ¢ o David Ham-
ilton, 47 Burmradon Rd. Burradon, Cram-
lington, Northumberland, NE 23 7NF
England.
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CLASSIFIEDS: Free 1o subscribers each
issue. One ad limit per subscriber. Please
limit vour ad 1o fifty words or less

WANTED: Ski Country Mini Silver Li-
ons. Belt Buckle, shotglass auction
VI. Write to Neil Trager, 796 Michele
Lane, Wantagh, NY 11793 or call (516)
796-8446 after 8 pm EST.

FOR SALE: I have 300+ non-imported
scotches. If you're interested, please
send me a big SASE with a dollar worth
of stamps, Derman Villegas, 105 - 25
64th Avenue Apt. 6F, Forest Hills,
NY 11375,

FOR SALE: Our new Chinese Dragon
has just arrived as have the Unicorns
and the new dog and cat delft pieces.
And, in case you're interested, four
new animals from Russia..,come on,
where else are you going to get a
Hedgehog bottle? Write for your new
list, updated February 1st. Chiisai
Bin, P. O. Box 90245, Los Angeles,
C A 90009.

Come= to aur
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We build abridge East § West...

WANTED: Tequuias, N.Y, State li-
quor ‘liqueurs, and Par Beverage "Gag"
minis. Let me know what you havc for
sale or trade in these categories. All
letters answered. Randy Austin, 420
Bayside Avenue, Oceanside, NY 11572
or call (516) 536-227¢ evenings.

BUY-SELL-TRADE Gveaway Bottles.
Send for lists. Lloyd MecLeod, 22231

NE 5&th St., Vancouver, WA 98682,
BUY-SELL - TRADE: Pre-pro mini
jugs, Giveaways, embossed/ labeled

glass, Many good examples of the above
categories for sale or trade. Will trade
and ‘or pay premium on certain items
needed in my collection, R, R, Bunten,
WI 54409

212 Celeglise St., Antigo,
or call (715) 623-7140,

in Zwickau, QDR
Saturday, March 18, 196¢
10: 00 a.m. to 3:00 p-m

in the City Cultural House

THE MINIATURE BOTTLE CLUB OF TNE G.D.R.
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

\ #

America's only magazine devoted entirely to
miniature bottle collecting and its collectors.
Don't forget, the classifieds are free to our
subscribers. But, PLEASE, U.S. funds only !

¢ 15 per year $18 per year - Ist class
$ 28 two years no two year 1st class rate

Europe and Asia $25 per year

g@ ..............................................................................................

CHECK 1YR. 2YR.
ONE MBC MBC
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO
BRISCO PUBLICATIONS
50 WORD FREE AD IF SUBMITTED AT TIME OF APPLICATION. P.0. BOX 2161
PALOS VERDES PEN., CA. 90274

Name

Address

City State Zip




A few selected issues pre-1979 are a-
vailable. Write for details. These are
now extremely rare and in some cases
have been bought back from collectors.

1972 Vol, VI #'s 31-36 $4.00@
1080 Vol. VII #'s 37-42 $4.00@
1981 Vol. VIII #'s 43-48 $4.00@
1982 Vol. IX #'s 49-54 34.00@
1983 Vol. X #'s 55-60 $3.50@
1984 Vol. XI#'s 61-66 $3.50@
1985 Vol. XII #'s 67-72 $3.50@
1986 Vol. XI(II #'s 73-78 $3.50@
1987 Vol. X1V #'s 79-84 $3,00@
1988 Vol. XV #'s 85-90 $3.00@

Issue #63 is totally out of stock!

Brisco Publications

Post Office Box 2161
Palos Verdes, CA 90274
Tel. (213) 534-4943
Cable '"Minibottle"




Jim Beam
Bottles

1985 1983 1983
12th Color Edition 11th Pocket Edition 11th Color Edition
208 pages. 46 in color 208 pages. b & w 208 pages, 40 in color

Luxardo Bortles

GARNIER LUXARDO BISCHOFF
Exceptional Book Limited Supply Imported Bottles
238 pages, 48 in color 200 pages. 16 in color 192 pages, 32 in color

Cembura & Avery
BOTTLE BOOKS

Order From: AL CEMBURA
139 Arlington Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707

___ copies 1985 12th Edition

@$1795§ —
____copies 1983 11th Pocket Edition
@$ 2008
—_ copies 1983 11th Color Edition
@$ 600§
copies GARNIER BOTTLES
@$ 100§ =
____copies LUXARDO BOTTLES
@$1005
copies BISCHOFF BOTTLES
@%$1008 -
Calif. Sales Tax add 6%% § —
Postage § 1.00
Total $§ =
Name
Address S— —
City - = —
State _ _ 2ip —
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